
“I have learned the secret of being 
content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether 
living in plenty or in want. I can do 
all this through him who gives me 
strength.” Philippians 4:11–13 niv

We’re honored to welcome Beth 
Vogt to our fall one-day conference at 
Rolling Hills Community Church in 
Tualatin. She will share how to find 
contentment as writers by settling our 
hearts and choosing to trust in God’s 
truth. In her first keynote address, 
Beth will help us settle our hearts by 
discussing expectations. 

Her second keynote will consider 
where we anchor our thoughts. 
As creatives who live by faith in a 
trustworthy God, we have truth 
available to us—and leaning into that 
truth has consequences. Ignoring the 
truth also has consequences. How 
do our choices affect our long-term 
contentment?

Beth K. Vogt, a nonfiction author 
and editor, said she’d never write 
fiction. She also said she’d never 
marry a doctor or anyone in the 
military—and today she’s the wife of 
an Air Force family physician (now 
in solo practice). She said she’d never 
have kids, and she’s the mom of four.

Now Beth believes God’s best 
often waits behind doors marked 
“Never.” 

Beth’s awards include a 2016 
Christy and a 2016 ACFW Carol. 
Her novel Somebody Like You was one 
of Publishers Weekly’s Best Books 
of 2014. A November Bride was part 
of the popular Year of Weddings 

series by Zondervan. Beth’s first 
women’s fiction from Tyndale House 
Publishers, Things I Never Told You, 
released in May 2018. Moments We 
Forget, Book Two in the Thatcher 
Sisters series, released in May 2019.

In addition to writing nine 
contemporary romance novels/
novellas, Beth is also an established 
magazine writer and former 
editor of MOPS International’s 
leadership magazine. She blogs for 
Novel Academy and The Write 
Conversation. 

Beth lives in Colorado with her 
husband, Rob, a master at discussing 
the lives of imaginary people, and 
their youngest daughter, Christa, 
who loves to play volleyball and 
write fiction. Connect with Beth at  
bethvogt.com.

Join us October 12 for inspiration 
to boost our creativity, along with 
practical tips to find contentment 
in our writing as we hear from Beth 
Vogt and other great workshop 
presenters. We can rest in God as 
we rely on Him to provide strength 
and contentment in our writing 
endeavors.  
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Oregon Christian Writers Summer 
Conference is populated by all kinds 
of authors, some famous names in the 
Christian community, and others not 
as well-known. 

This year, Mary Hake was 
presented with the Spirit Award, the 
third person to receive it. Marion 
Duckworth, a founding member since 
1963 and a previous award recipient 
herself, presented it. Both ladies have 
poured their lives into writing for 
Christ, encouraging believers in their 
faith walks, and helping unbelievers 
find Jesus. Conferees gave a standing 
ovation in appreciation for their 
invaluable contributions to all our 
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OCW’s statement of faith on Page 3 
encapsulates the historic Apostles’ Creed in 
updated language. Our aim is to glorify God 
and help writers grow in their craft. We ask 
our members and presenters to adhere to our 
statement of faith; however, OCW does not 
necessarily endorse the opinions expressed 
by our members or presenters in print or the 
spoken word.

Beth Vogt: 
Finding Contentment as a Writer
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October 12
Rolling Hills Community Church

 Tualatin (Portland Metro)
Register Online

Please see WINNER on Page 10

Tracie Heskett
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Director



A. Beth Vogt: “What Was the (Story) 
Question?”  (fiction, all genres)
Has your manuscript ever run out of 
gas in the middle of the story? You’re 
stuck, not sure what happened to 
your creativity or what to write next? 
Like gasoline for a car, knowing your 
novel’s Story Question fuels your 
story and helps you avoid stalling out. 
In this interactive workshop, Beth 
explains:
•   the definition of a Story Question        
    so you can use it for every novel  
    you write
•   why a Story Question is so valuable  
    to you and to your readers
•   the practical steps to developing a  
    Story Question for your novels
You’ll also have time to brainstorm  
potential Story Questions for your 
work-in-progress (WIP).

B. Jane Daly: “Those Pesky 
Proposals” (nonfiction)
Do you shudder when an editor or 
agent says, “Send me a proposal”? 
If so, this workshop will relieve you 
of the urge to hide under your desk 

when faced with 
the task of writing a 
proposal. No matter 
if you write fiction or 
nonfiction, we’ll break 
down the mystery of 
proposal writing. The 
next time you hear the 

words, “send me a proposal,” you’ll 
have the tools you’ll need to succeed. 

Jane Daly is an experienced speaker, 
having addressed groups such as 
church gatherings, Christian workers’ 
conferences, and teaching workshops 
at writers’ conferences. Jane speaks 
with a combination of seriousness and 
humor, drawing the audience in with 
relatable, real-life stories. She draws 
on her time as a missionary in rural 
Montana, as a youth pastor, as a bank 
vice president, and as a published 

author. Jane co-hosts the podcast “The 
Art of Semi-Fiction” with Robynne 
Miller.

C. Linda Kruschke: “Forms for All: 
Stretching Your Poetry Chops” 
(poetry)
Triolets, elfjes, and lai, oh my. So 
many poetry forms to try. Nonet, 
villanelle, pantoum, and haibun. 
By the end of the hour you’ll write 
at least one. 
Dizain, quatrain, 
or perhaps a 
ghazal. Wouldn’t 
you love to learn 
them all? And if your 
desire is to rhyme, 
I’ll share tips to find 
one that’s prime. I would have written 
this description in verse, but it’d fill 
the whole brochure, or worse. 

Linda Kruschke is the author of 
two self-published poetry books 
and a four-time finalist in the 
OCW Cascade Writing Contest for 
Published Poetry. She has also had 
poetry published in three anthologies. 
She is a wife, mother, active member 
of her church, former Bible Study 
Fellowship leader, and recovering 
lawyer (as the Director of Legal 
Publications for the Oregon State 
Bar). She blogs at AnotherFearlessYear.
net, BrokenBelievers.com, and 
AnchoredVoices.com. She also writes 
memoir and nonfiction Christian 
living and dabbles in fiction.

D. Angela Ruth 
Strong: “Creative 
Marketing”
(marketing, all genres)
Creative marketing 
combines your love 
of story and your love 
of people by using 

your personal strengths to reach your 
audience. This is not a one-size-fits-all 
kind of class. We’ll work together to 
help tailor your writing career into a 
job you love and one that loves you 
back. And we’ll do so with the kind of 
motivation that will make you excited 
to grow and change with the market.

Angela Ruth Strong sold her first 
Christian romance novel in 2009 
then quit writing romance when her 
first husband left her. Ten years later, 
God has shown her the true meaning 
of love, and there’s nothing else she’d 
rather write. Her books have since 
earned TOP PICK in Romantic 
Times, been optioned for film, won 
the Cascade Award, and been Amazon 
bestsellers. She also writes nonfiction 
for SpiritLed Woman. To help aspiring 
authors, she started IDAhope Writers 
where she lives in Idaho, and she 
teaches as an expert online at “Write 
That Book.” Find out more or contact 
her at www.angelaruthstrong.com.

E. Beth Vogt: “Distilling It Down: 
How to Craft a High-Concept 
Pitch” (fiction) 
Using both movies and books, 
Beth shows the difference between 
high- and low-concept stories. After 
defining a high-concept pitch, Beth 
will help workshop attendees begin 
to craft high-concept pitches for 
their manuscripts so they can grab 
the attention of editors, agents—
even a radio/TV audience during an 
interview.

F. Angela Ruth Strong: “The Power 
of Story” (all genres)
The Power of Story is about more 
than plot and character. It’s about 
creating a powerful message through the 
hopelessness of your black moment and 
about characters designed so specifically 
for the story that only they can possibly 
overcome. It’s also about seeing 
ourselves as characters in God’s story 
and believing that we’ve been given the 
gifts needed to triumph over obstacles 
in our own lives.

G. Gordon Grose: “So, You Want to 
Write a Book?” (nonfiction)
Based on Gordon’s experience, this 
workshop takes you through the many 
steps of writing, from your initial idea 
to your finished product. It answers 
questions concerning your idea, 
coaching, editing, and learning the 
craft. If your dream is to write a book, 
you can realize it, though not without 

Fall 2019                                                    2

Please see WORKSHOPS on Page 9

Fantastic Fall Workshops
Conference Workshops

Tracie Heskett
OCW One-Day Conference Director

one-dayconferences@
oregonchristianwriters.org
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OCW Reaps Amazing Harvest

Autumn means reaping what we’ve 
sowed. What an amazing harvest 
OCW experienced at the summer 
conference. Like a county fair that 
displays the produce of the year, our 
summer conference bookstore displayed 
an amazing array of books written by 
our members and conference faculty 
members, 62 authors in all. 

While some readers may pause to 
write a note of appreciation and explain 
how the book affected them, most 
often we do not see how our faithful 
efforts touched our reading audience. 

Never doubt that we are having 
a profound impact on the world for 
Christ.

Fall is the season for giving thanks. 
I am thankful for the connections made 
and deepened through our conferences 
and our Facebook group. I know 
more names and faces because of the 
Facebook connection. 

I’m thankful, too, for the growing 
professional connections with the 
faculty members at all our conferences 
who give so much of themselves, not 
just their expertise, to OCW.

OCW is not just growing larger—
we have almost 500 current members—
it is growing closer, deeper, and more 
professional all the time. Autumn is a 
time to celebrate the fruitful harvest of 
lives dedicated to Christ.  

OCW Leadership Team
President & 
Cascade Co-Chair
One-Day Conference 
Director
Secretary
Treasurer
Business Manager
Summer Conference 
Director
Cascade Co-Chair
Newsletter Editor
Copy Editor
Online Critique Groups
In-Person  Critique   
Groups
Orientation/Critique
Groups
Bookstore Manager
Technical Support
Cvent Team

Publicity Coordinator
Publicity Team

Graphic Designer
Prayer Team Leader
Prayer Team Members

Photographer
Welcome Team

Marilyn Rhoads

Tracie Heskett
Donna Hues
Jane Reid
Sue Miholer

Lindy Jacobs
Nicole Miller
Melody Roberts 
Mary Hake
Gail Sattler

Beth Vice

Heidi Gaul
Bobbie Christensen
Joyce del Rosario
Rosanne Croft & 
Jess Rivas
April McGowan
Julie Bonn Blank
Jennifer Anne F. Messing
Julie Zander
Mike Hodder
Lynn Hare
Beverly Basile
Pamela Bunyard
Marion Duckworth
Karen Barnett
Nora Peacock &
Kathy Davis

Founded in 1963, we are an organization of 
writers, both amateur and professional, who are 
Christians. Our members write for both ministry 
and markets and subscribe to the following state-
ment of faith, which is OCW’s historic position 
based on the Apostles’ Creed:

We believe the Bible to be the infallible, authori-
tative Word of God. We believe that all Scripture, 
as originally penned, was inspired by God the Holy 
Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16).

We believe in an infinite, perfect, triune God 
who exists eternally in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 
(Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 3:16–17; 28:19).

We believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a 
virgin. He lived a sinless life, did miracles, and 
suffered a vicarious and atoning death. We believe 
in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the 
right hand of the Father, and in His future per-
sonal return in power and glory to judge the living 
and the dead.

We believe that Jesus’ atoning death, burial, and 
bodily resurrection is the only way to God and 
eternal life and salvation (John 14:6; 1:12).
© All articles are printed with the permission of 
the respective authors. Contact the editor or the 
individual author for reprint information. 
If you want additional newsletters to distribute 
in your community, please contact Sue Miholer at 
contact@oregonchristianwriters.org. Let her know 
how many copies you want and where you want 
them sent.

Minding OCW’s Business
Jane Reid

OCW Treasurer
treasurer@

oregonchristianwriters.org

Books by Beth Vogt

~ Crazy Little Thing 
   Called Love

~ A November Bride

~ Catch a Falling Star

~ Almost Like Being
   in Love

 

~Baby Changes 
Everything

~Things I Never 
Told You

~Moments We Forget  

“The big takeaway is it’s not about whether you are enough. God 
is enough. Stop arguing with God about being the wrong person 
and step into the area of responsibility God has called you to.” 

Brian Bird, 2019 Summer Conference Speaker
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Rewarding. Reaffirming. Good direction.
These comments all came from contestants in the 

OCW Cascade Writing Contest who appreciated the 
feedback they received from judges on their contest entries. 
Many contestants thanked OCW for the helpful comments 
about their writing.

This year, 247 people submitted entries to the Cascade 
Contest from 35 states and two Canadian provinces, 
bringing the total number of individual entries to 346. 
Three preliminary judges, volunteers who gave of their 
time and talent to encourage others, reviewed each of those 
entries in this multiple-genre contest. 

After tallying their scores, the top three—or four in 
the case of a tie—were determined in each category and 
publicized as finalists. Then we forwarded those entries to 
two finals judges, professionals who work as agents, editors, 
and writers in the Christian publishing industry.

The awards ceremony was emceed by Susan May 
Warren and James L. Rubart with a “Back to the Future” 
theme Wednesday evening during the OCW Summer 
Conference at Portland’s Red Lion on the River Hotel 
(Jantzen Beach). 

The finalists were each called to the stage to accept their 
certificates, presented by the emcees. Then winners were 
announced after reading the first line of their entries, and 
they received both certificates and lapel pins.

We appreciate all who have participated in the contest, 
especially the judges who take time from their busy lives to 

read the entries and encourage writers while offering tips for 
improvement. 

The next Cascade Writing Contest, with categories 
for published and unpublished pieces, opens for entries in 
February 2020. Watch the OCW website for information. 
Enter and receive helpful feedback about your written work. 
You may be one called to the stage for an award at the next 
summer conference. See https://oregonchristianwriters.org/
cascade-writing-contest-2019/ for details.   

OCW Cascade Contest 
An Awarding Experience

By Julie McDonald Zander
Co-Chair of the Cascade Awards

Articles, Blog Posts, Columns, and Nonfiction Stories
Helen Heavirland, “Forget Not”

Children’s Chapter and Picture Book
Deb Gruelle, Ten Little Night Stars

Contemporary Fiction Book
Christina Suzann Nelson, Swimming in the Deep End

Devotionals 
Jane Reid, “Hidden from View”

Flash Fiction and Short Stories
Anna Zogg, “Proximity”

Historical Fiction Book
Linda Thompson, The Plum Blooms in Winter

Memoir
Jason Hague, Aching Joy: Following God through the 
Land of Unanswered Prayer

Nonfiction Book
Rick and Tiffany Bulman, Mended: One Couple’s Journey
from Betrayal to Imperfect Beauty

Poetry
Kathleen Bufford, “It Is Time for Walking”

Speculative Fiction Book
Richard Spillman, The Awakened

Young Adult/Middle Grade Book
Deborah Watley, The Field Notes of Gwen Bell: 
Summer Ruins

Published Cascade Contest Winners

2019 Cascade Award Finalists
           Photo courtesy of Emilie Hendryx

“The focus on God’s call—this is a mission 
field. Organization fabulous. Everyone so 

welcoming, friendly, and helpful.” 
Denise Trivelas, 2019 Conferee
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James L. Rubart and Susan May Warren 
emcee the 2019 Cascade Awards Ceremony. 
    Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett

Unpublished Cascade Contest Winners

Articles, Columns, and Nonfiction Stories
Carole Winegarden, “The Heart of the Home”

Children’s Chapter and Picture Book
Cheryl Secomb, Mole and Duck: The Case of the 
Missing Glasses
Contemporary Fiction Book
Katie Powner, Where the Green Grass Grows

Devotionals
Sherry Chidwick, “My Blackberry Problem”

Flash Fiction and Short Stories
Alexandra Claus, “Illumination”

Historical Fiction Book
Kendy Pearson, Voice of Thunder

Memoir
Sandra Frykholm, The Drive in ’65

Middle Grade Book
Dana Black, Compass of Time

Nonfiction Book
Kit Tosello, Goodbye, Hello, Hallelujah: Celebrating the 
Tears, Transitions, and Treasures of the Changing Nest
Poetry
Dwayne Wells, “Elegy for Betty Jo”

Speculative Fiction Book
Pat Schantz, Konnor the Collector

Young Adult Book
Kimberly Ellis, Awaken the Dawn

To cap off the 2019 Cascade Awards, OCW presented 
two special trophies—the Trailblazer Award and the 
Spirit Award to recognize those who have shown Faith 
and Excellence in Writing. This year’s recipient of the 
Trailblazer Award was Randy Ingermanson, the author of 
How to Write a Novel Using the Snowflake Method. Randy 
also participated in the 2019 Cascade Awards skit and 
received his trophy while portraying “Doc” from Back to 
the Future during the awards ceremony. This year’s Spirit 
Award was given to Mary Hake, former OCW president 
and summer conference teaching coordinator. 

Randy and Mary represent OCW and Christian writers 
with integrity and a self-sacrificial devotion to serve others 
to the glory of God. 

OCW Cascade Honorary Awards

2019 Spirit Award winner Mary Hake with 
2019 Trailblazer winner Randy Ingermanson
                                        Photo courtesy of Peg Willis

2019 Trailblazer winner Randy Ingermanson.                                                                                                                       
                    Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett

“Thank you for giving us all opportunities to 
learn and to share God’s message of love and 
light to a dark world through our writing.” 

Jeri Stockdale, 2019 Conferee
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Our many prayers of the past year were answered as more 
than 290 writers, staff, and faculty gathered to worship, 
study, and fellowship during the 30th OCW Summer 
Conference in Portland, August 12–15. Our numbers grew 
to 325 during the Wednesday evening Cascade Awards, 
including one writer from Australia and another from 
England.

Screenwriter/producer Brian Bird began his Monday 
evening keynote talking about the success of his Hallmark 
series When Calls the Heart, currently filming its seventh 
season. But it didn’t start that way, he said. He and his 
partner, Michael Landon Jr., were in Canada and halfway 
through filming the original movie based on Janette 
Oke’s best-selling book when the financial meltdown of 
2007/2008 hit and forced them to shut down production 
and send the actors and crew home. Feeling he was ruined, 
this veteran of 300 films called on friends who counseled 
him to take 30 days and “hold on to what was true.” 
Nothing had changed about his skills, they said. And, most 
important, nothing had changed about God. 

Rick Warren, his pastor, heard Brian was thinking of 
quitting and asked, “Were you called to this? There’s no 
such thing as being uncalled. The culture needs the faith 
and family-friendly shows that you’re going to make.” 

Brian said the lessons he learned during that hard time 
could apply to our writing:

1.  Hold on to what is true. Your circumstances may     
    change, but God does not change.
2. There’s no such thing as being uncalled. You don’t get        
    to quit when it’s hard.
3. Persistence beats resistance. When the children of           
    Israel came to a stream where they’d found water            
    before, but had since dried up, they didn’t whine. 
    They had to find a new stream. After two years of          
    pitching, Brian and Michael found a new backer to       
    finish the film.
4. The journey is just as important as the end result. 
      Ultimately, the single movie they were trying to   
    salvage became a pilot for a Hallmark series in 2013,  
    something that would never have happened in 2008.

During her Tuesday evening Q & A session, Francine 
Rivers shared how her success as a romance writer in the 
general market came to a halt when she became a Christian, 
and she couldn’t write for three years. She felt God was 
saying, “You say you love Me, but you don’t know Me,” so 
she began seriously reading her Bible and when she came to 
the story of Hosea, she was just blown away. “I felt God was 
saying, ‘Here’s the story I want you to write.’” That book 
became Redeeming Love. Francine said writing can be a form 
of worship. She still begins each day in Scripture before 
writing a single word.

Asked whether she begins with theme or story, she 
said she begins each book with a question. “How do you 
share your faith with someone who doesn’t want to hear 
the name of Jesus unless it is in a curse and doesn’t want to 
read the Bible?” became A Voice in the Wind, the story of 
the Christian slave girl Hadassah in a Roman household. 
“Ultimately, people watch what we do,” Francine said, “not 
what we say.” Asking, “How many times can you forgive 
someone?” became Redeeming Love. Francine said she wrote 
and rewrote that book eight or nine times until her husband 
said he would not read it one more time!

Francine said she feared there would be a backlash 
when The Atonement Child, her book about abortion, was 
published, but there wasn’t. There’s greater understanding in 
the industry in recent years about the potential for ministry 
in Christian fiction. You can give a novel to someone who 
doesn’t want to read the Bible. She encouraged the packed 
audience of writers not to write for the market; instead 
write what God leads you to write.

Other conference highlights included the Early Bird 
with award-winning suspense novelist and Writer’s Digest 
author Steven James, who taught the six-hour seminar 
“Troubleshooting Your Novel,” early morning devotions 
with Bob Hostetler, and worship led by Aaron Doerr. 
As always, the emphasis was on teaching, and many 
commented on the excellent choices of morning coaching 
classes, afternoon workshops, editor/agent panels, and Nite 
Owls, which included small group critique. The Writing 
Center was the usual hive of activity as conferees met one-
on-one with editors, agents, and mentors.

During the Cascade Awards two members of our 

Summer Conference
Lindy Jacobs

OCW Summer Conference Director
summerconf@

oregonchristianwriters.org

“People are starved for hope and faith and love in 
our culture. You are all creating content. But in 

terms of film, it’s a rare commodity.” 
Brian Bird, 2019 Summer Conference Speaker

Summer Conference Revisited 
“Following Your Call” 

2019 Summer Conference Speakers Brian Bird and Francine Rivers     
                                                         Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett



Contentment as a Writer  7

President Marilyn Rhoads opened the spring one-day 
conference by welcoming new and returning members. 
Secretary Donna Hues read Philippians 3:8–16 as the call to 
worship.

Danika Cooley presented a devotional based on John 
chapter 11—the story of the raising of Lazarus. Mary 
and Martha were grieving over the death of their brother, 
Lazarus, and had hoped Jesus would fix the situation. But 
Jesus delayed, saying his friend’s sickness was for God’s 
glory. By the time Jesus and the disciples arrived, Lazarus 
had been dead four days. Martha complained, and Jesus 
wondered why she didn’t believe her brother’s illness and 
death were for God’s glory. When Lazarus came out of the 
tomb, many Jews believed. We write to hold our Savior 
before a fallen people and to bring glory to Jesus, and God 
brings the growth.

Award-winning author and radio personality Chris 
Fabry had a full day, presenting two keynote addresses in 
the morning and two workshops in the afternoon. His 
writing journey was an encouragement to all. He challenged 
the audience with this question: “What’s holding you back 
from writing the story you were meant to tell?” There’s 
something bigger than publication. The act of writing takes 
you on a journey, discovering who you are, and you’re to 
join yourself in that journey. 

In his first keynote, “Unwrapping My Story: The Power 
of Four Words,” Chris shared his backstory. A high school 
teacher noted the quality of Chris’ voice and suggested he 
work at a radio station. Writing a script to be presented 
on the air, four words from the news director changed the 
direction of his life: “Hey, you can write!” The newscaster 
was Jerry Jenkins, author of more than 190 books, 
including the Left Behind series. 

Chris devoured every book on writing he could find 
and published his first story. He shared that his biggest 
obstacle was his lack of belief that he had anything to say. 
Rather than writing what will sell, he chose to make the 
goal to glorify God. 

Like Jesus’ direction to Mary and Martha to unwrap 
Lazarus, Chris realized he needed to do the hard work 
and unwrap himself before the Lord. Once we are fully 
unwrapped, fully ready to be used, and fully relying on 
God, the Lord will show up in our writing. If we can’t lose 
ourselves in our stories, 
neither will our readers.

In his second keynote, 
“Unwrapping Your Deeper 
Story: The Power of Pain,” 
Chris shared that we are 
stewards of everything God 
provides, and one of those 
provisions is pain. There 
is something deeper going 
on as we go through pain. 
Trust the process, yourself, 
and your subconscious. While 
writing, ask yourself, “What 
if . . . ?” Things will come to you. Relax and let go of 
expectations. Write something bad that needs editing. Then 
trust God to make something good from it. Publication is 
not what you’re looking for. You want to be a better writer. 
To become unwrapped to tell your story in a way that 
touches lives. Steward the pain . . . do not shove it away!

President Marilyn Rhoads presided over the business 
meeting and recognized first-time attendees. The afternoon 
workshop teachers were introduced and a drawing for 
several books took place.

After lunch, conferees were able to attend two one-hour 
workshops on various aspects of the craft, with a choice 
of four in each time slot. A dessert and autograph party 
rounded out the day as writers departed both encouraged 
and challenged.  

Spring Conference Review

Chris Fabry speaking
Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett

writing community were given special awards. Randy 
Ingermanson, a Christy Award-winning author and mentor 
to many writers, was presented the Trailblazer Award by 
former Trailblazer recipient Melanie Dobson. Mary Hake, 
who has served as OCW president and in many other 
capacities, received the OCW Spirit Award, presented by 
former Spirit Award-winner Marion Duckworth—92 and 
a charter member, who was OCW president when Mary 
joined in 1986. 

We heard many compliments from editors, agents, 
and pro writers about the quality of writing they reviewed. 
By the end of the conference, a number of conferees were 
invited to submit articles, proposals, and full manuscripts. 

In 2020 we will return to the beautiful Red Lion on the 
River August 17–20 (Monday through Thursday). Please 
mark your calendars now. Keynoters will be award-winning, 

New York Times best-selling author, Rachel Hauck (The 
Wedding Dress and Once Upon a Prince) and Brett Lott, the 
best-selling author of 14 books (Letters and Life: On Being a 
Writer, On Being a Christian, and the novel Jewel, an Oprah 
Book Club pick). Early Bird speaker Christopher Vogler 
is a veteran Hollywood story consultant known the world 
over for his landmark book The Writer’s Journey: Mythic 
Structure for Storytellers. Our theme will be “Establish the 
Work of Our Hands,” based on Psalm 90:17.

Keep watching our website, www.
oregonchristianwriters.org, for details about next year’s 
faculty, registration, and the 2020 Cascade Writing 
Contest as plans for the conference develop. The 2019 
summer conference audio recordings are available either as 
individual MP3 downloads or on a full-conference flash 
drive via the OCW website.  

 Keeping Up with OCW
Donna Hues

OCW Secretary
secty@

oregonchristianwriters.org
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Rachel Hauck is an award-winning, New York Times, USA Today, and Wall Street Journal best-selling 
author. Her book The Wedding Dress was named Inspirational Novel of the Year in 2012 by Romantic 
Times Book Reviews and was translated into 15 languages. She is a double RITA finalist, and a 
Christy and Carol award winner. Her book Once Upon a Prince, first in the Royal Wedding series, was 
made into an original Hallmark movie. Rachel has been awarded the prestigious Career Achievement 
Award for her body of original work by Romantic Times Book Reviews. A member of the executive 
board for American Christian Fiction Writers (ACFW), she teaches workshops and leads worship at 
its annual conference. She is a past Mentor of the Year in ACFW. At home, she’s a wife, writer, and 
worship leader, and works out at the gym semi-enthusiastically. Visit her at www.rachelhauck.com.

Bret Lott is the best-selling author of 14 books, including Letters and Life: On Being a Writer, On 
Being a Christian, the story collection The Difference Between Women and Men, and the novels Jewel 
(an Oprah Book Club pick) and A Song I Know by Heart. His work has been translated into eight 
languages and has appeared in such places as The Yale Review, The New York Times, The Georgia 
Review, Vanity Fair Online, and dozens of anthologies. His honors include being named Fulbright 
Senior American Scholar and writer-in-residence to Bar-Ilan University in Tel Aviv in 2006–2007, 
speaking on Flannery O’Connor at the White House, and serving as a member of the National 
Council on the Arts from 2006 to 2012. He and his wife, Melanie, live in Hanahan, South Carolina, 
where he teaches writing at the College of Charleston. 

~~~~~~

Early Bird Speaker Christopher Vogler 

Christopher Vogler is a veteran Hollywood story consultant known the world over for his landmark 
book The Writer’s Journey: Mythic Structure for Storytellers. He began his career as a documentary 
filmmaker for the US Air Force’s space program. After graduate studies at the USC film school, he 
entered the Hollywood studio system as a story analyst at 20th Century Fox. While working in the 
Disney story department, he wrote an influential memo on the mythological Hero’s Journey pattern 
that became part of  Hollywood story legend, influenced Disney’s The Lion King, and formed the 
foundation of  The Writer’s Journey. 

As a consultant, he has influenced the stories of  many productions, including Disney’s Aladdin, 
Hercules, and Fantasia 2000. He has also worked on movies such as 10,000 BC, Karate Kid II, Darren 
Aronofsky’s Noah, Will Smith’s Hancock, Men in Black III, and I Am Legend. He advises major 

corporations on storytelling and branding and presents workshops globally on the power of  stories to change minds and lives.

2020 Summer Conference Keynoters
“Establish the Work of  Our Hands”

Psalm 90:17 
August 17–20

Red Lion on the River ~ Portland
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craft. If your dream is to write a book, 
you can realize it, though not without 
overcoming inevitable obstacles. So, let’s 
begin: What is your problem? 

Gordon Grose pastored for 25 years 
(MA, CA, and NY) and counseled 
for 13 (Western Psychological, Good 
Samaritan). In 2015 he published 

Tragedy Transformed: 
How Job’s Recovery Can 
Provide Hope for Yours, 
a 2016 Cascade Awards 
finalist. His book uses 
Job’s story to help 
people recover from 
tragedy. He is published 

in The Upper Room, Bible Advocate, and 
The Christian Journal. In September 
2018, Christianity Today published 
his article “Though He Slay Me,” 
showing why the popular translation 
of Job 13:15 is incorrect, the correct 
translation, and why this is important.

H. Beth Vice & Heidi Gaul: 
“A Critical Spirit or Help from 
Friends?” 
(all genres)
We all need helpful critique. Fellow 
writers can spot glitches and offer 
fresh insights to improve our prose. 
And they support us through rejection 
and discouragement. After a short 
lesson, participants will divide into 
groups with moderators Beth Vice 
and Heidi Gaul and do some critique. 
Come prepared with eight copies of 
one or two double-spaced pages for 
critique. 

Beth Vice has a special place in 
her heart for the bruised reeds and 
smoldering wicks in the body of 
Christ and loves seeing hope come 

alive in them as they 
receive the Word of 
God. She has been 
writing since 1984 
and a member of 
OCW since 1987. 
She’s the author of 
nine books as well 

as numerous articles and devotionals 
and a contributor to a number of 
anthologies. Beth also loves speaking 
to women’s groups, teaching adult 
Sunday school, and working with 
Celebrate Recovery. Beth lives in 
Tillamook with her husband, Kelly.

Heidi Gaul lives in Oregon’s 
Willamette Valley. Winner of the 
2015 Cascade Award for devotionals, 
she’s a contributor to three Guideposts 
devotional books, 
Every Day with 
Jesus, Mornings with 
Jesus—2019, and 
Mornings with Jesus—
2020. Several of her 
devotionals have 
also appeared in The 
Upper Room. Her stories have been 
published in 10 Chicken Soup for the 
Soul books and one in the anthology 
Short and Sweet Takes the Fifth. Her 
current project is Broken Dreams 
and Detours: When God’s Will Doesn’t 
Match Your Plans.  

Workshops … From Page 2

Sarah Sundin to Keynote Winter Conference Sarah Sundin enjoys writing about the adventure and romance of the World War II era. She is a best-
selling author of 11 novels, including The Sky Above Us and The Sea Before Us. Her novels When Tides 
Turn and Through Waters Deep were named to Booklist’s “101 Best Romance Novels of the Last 10 Years,” 
and Through Waters Deep won the INSPY Award and was a finalist for the 2016 Carol Award. In 2011, 
Sarah received the Writer of the Year Award at the Mount Hermon Christian Writers Conference.

Sarah and her husband live in northern California. They have three grown children, including a sailor in the US Navy, and 
they are finally beginning to enjoy the empty nest. She teaches Sunday school and women’s Bible studies, and she enjoys 
speaking for church, community, and writers’ groups. For many years she practiced as a hospital pharmacist, but she has 
now hung up her white coat to concentrate on writing. She belongs to American Christian Fiction Writers and Christian 
Authors Network, and she serves as Fiction Program Director for the West Coast Christian Writers Conference. You can 
find her at http://www.sarahsundin.com.

Driving Directions to 
Fall Conference

3550 SW Borland Road, Tualatin

From I-205—take the Stafford Road exit 
(#3) toward Lake Oswego.
Coming from the south (Salem), turn 
left on Stafford Road and cross over I-205. 
Coming from the north (Washington), 
exit to the right onto Stafford Road.
Enter roundabout and take the third exit 
onto Southwest Borland Road. 
( Your destination is on the left one-tenth 
mile past Southwest Schaber Lane. If you 
reach Southwest 35th Avenue, you’ve gone 
a little too far.) 

The tongue of the wise adorns knowledge.
Proverbs 15:2 (niv)

Jennifer Lindsay teaches a workshop
at the 2019 spring conference.
                                   Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett

But I trust in your unfailing love; 
my heart rejoices in your salvation. 

I will sing the Lord’s praise, 
for he has been good to me.

Psalm 13:5–6 (niv)
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Prayer Team
Lynn Hare

OCW Prayer Team Leader
prayer@

oregonchristianwriters.org

Winner … From Page 1
lives. They have helped make OCW what it is today.

Francine Rivers, the author of numerous books that 
have touched and inspired readers for almost 30 years, 
shared Tuesday evening. When dealing with Francine 
personally, the similarities between Mary, a soft-spoken 
Mennonite lady, and Francine, one of the best-known 
authors in the world, spoke to me. Both understand and 
practice the art of being humble. Neither tries to impress 
anyone nor do anything to draw attention to herself. They 
simply exude an authentic, inspired attitude of love and 
peace.

Mary, who had been in the hospital emergency room 
the night before receiving her award, shared with me a 
Scripture the Lord impressed on her for OCW: “In him 
you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 
God by the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:22 esv). 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if God is building OCW 
into a place where the Holy Spirit can dwell and operate? 
The board, prayer team, and a few other leaders fasted 
and prayed every Friday for six weeks before the summer 
conference. They humbled themselves and gave up 
something that mattered to them to intercede for others. 
What would happen if all of the almost 500 OCW 
members did the same? Could we rock the world for Christ 
through our prayers? Are you willing to try? 

Writing conferences like the recent OCW Summer 
Conference are excellent places to meet other writers. 
Networking can be a fruitful and productive way to connect 
with others and multiply our writing businesses with strategic 
business partners.

How do we find strategic business partners? By Spirit-
led networking. We already know the best Networker in the 
world—the Holy Spirit. We can pray, “Holy Spirit, illuminate 
whom I need to talk to. Where are Your connections? What 
topics do I need to discuss? I’m listening.”

Keep your eyes open for gold mines—people who can 
introduce you to event planners, authors, editors, mentors, 
publishers, and other influencers who share your Christ-centric 
passion. They can provide updates on your target audience and 
help build an in-person and online presence. 

Networking partners can promote your products while 
you promote theirs. They effectively extend your literary reach. 
They can pray for and with you. In the end, you’re able to 
reach more people with the message God has given you to 
share.

The Holy Spirit is a genius. He knows the questions. He 
has creative and innovative answers. He knows when to speed 
up. He knows when to slow down. He tells us not to get ahead 
of Him. His timing, like His will, is good and pleasing and 
perfect. 

Everything significant in the Kingdom of God is based 
on relationship. With networking partners, we often find 
friendships that far outlast the projects that first brought us 
together and we can encourage each other in our work for the 
Lord. 

“And we impart this in words not taught by human 
wisdom but taught by the Spirit” (1 Corinthians 2:13 esv).  

Spirit-Led Networking

Aaron Doerr leads worship; Kristen Johnson oversees the writing center; Julie Johnson assists Francine Rivers at the autograph party.                 
                                                                             Photos courtesy of Emilie Hendryx

Mary Hake comes forward to receive 
the Spirit Award from Marion Duckworth. 
                               Photo courtesy of Emilie Hendryx



“Finding Contentment as a Writer”
“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content 

whatever the circumstances.” (Philippians 4:11 niv)
Oregon Christian Writers Fall Conference

Saturday, October 12, 2019 ~ 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Rolling Hills Community Church, 3550 SW Borland Rd, Tualatin OR 97062

8:30–9:00 Registration, Continental Breakfast, Bookstore
  Instrumental Prelude 
9:00–9:05 Welcome and Introductions: President Marilyn Rhoads  

9:05–9:15 Call to Worship

9:15–9:30  Devotional: Jane Reid  
9:30–10:20 General Session I: Beth Vogt, Settling Our Hearts: Proverbs 16:9

10:25–10:45 Morning Break: Refreshments and time to visit the bookstore 
10:45–11:35 General Session II: Beth Vogt, Choosing Truth: Isaiah 26:3

11:35–12:25 OCW Business Meeting: Recognition of first-time attendees and writing accomplishments;   
  introduction of workshop teachers; drawings for free books; approval of minutes; election for 
  two board positions.
12:25–1:35 Lunch: Deli sandwich/salad buffet (will include gluten-free and vegetarian options)—$15 
  must be ordered by October 5.

1:40–2:40 Workshops: Session 1 (Choose one) All workshops suitable for all levels of experience.
  A. Beth Vogt—What Was the (Story) Question?  
  B.  Jane Daly—Those Pesky Proposals  
  C. Linda Kruschke—Forms for All: Stretching Your Poetry Chops
  D. Angela Ruth Strong—Creative Marketing

2:40–3:00 Break: Bookstore is open.

3:00–4:00 Workshops: Session 2 (Choose one) All workshops suitable for all levels of experience.
  E.  Beth Vogt—Distilling It Down: How to Craft a High-Concept Pitch 
  F.      Angela Ruth Strong—The Power of Story
  G.    Gordon Grose—So, You Want to Write a Book? 
  H.  Beth Vice and Heidi Gaul—A Critical Spirit or Help from Friends?

4:00–4:30 Dessert, Autograph Party, and Photo Session—all authors available to sign their books. 
 Conference and Membership Information:

(Online registration closes at 11:59 p.m. PDT Thursday October 10. Register at www.oregonchristianwriters.org.) 
  Conference Fees:     Annual Membership Fees:
  • $45 for members    • $60 for those under 62
  • $75 for nonmembers    • $35 for full-time students
  • $25 for students and those 23 and under • $35 for those 62 and older
        • $75 for two members in the same family

At-the-door registration will be $55 for members, $85 for nonmembers, 
and $35 for students and those 23 or younger.
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Oregon Christian Writers
1075 Willow Lake Road North

Keizer, OR 97303

Fall 2019
Newsletter

www.oregonchristianwriters.org

Oregon Christian Writers 
Conference Schedule

February 22, 2020
Keynoter: Sarah Sundin

Chemeketa Community College
Salem

May 16, 2020
Keynoter: Matt Mikalatos

First Baptist Church
Eugene

August 17–20, 2020
Summer Coaching Conference

Keynoters: Rachel Hauck and Brett Lott
Early Bird Speaker: Christopher Vogler
Red Lion Hotel on the River, Portland

Join us for: 
Writing to Capture Readers   Writing to Ca\

 “Finding Contentment as a Writer”
Fall One-Day Conference

Saturday, October 12, 2019
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

with 
Beth Vogt

Rolling Hills Community Church 
3550 SW Borland Road

Tualatin, OR 97062
Registration link at www.oregonchristianwriters.org

(Driving directions inside—see Page 9)


