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Terry Glaspey:
Words of Redemption for Our World
Tracie Heskett
OCW One-Day Conference
Director
OCW is pleased to welcome Terry
Glaspey to our spring conference in
Eugene. Terry will inspire us to connect
with God through various forms of art
to fuel our faith—and our writing.
Terry has written more than a
dozen books, including 75 Masterpieces
Every Christian Should Know (which
won both a 2017 ECPA Gold
Medallion Book Award and a 2017
Christianity Today Book of the Year
Award in its category), The Prayers of
Jane Austen, The Book Lover’s Guide to
Great Reading, Bible Basics for Everyone,
25 Keys to Life-Changing Prayer, and
Not a Tame Lion: The Spiritual Legacy
of C.S. Lewis (a 1997 ECPA Gold
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May 19
First Baptist Church
Eugene
Online Registration Only

Medallion finalist). He has worked as
a senior acquisitions editor at Harvest
House Publishers for more than 22
years and was the recipient of the
Advanced Speakers and Writers Editor
of the Year Award in 2011. Terry speaks
regularly at conferences and churches
on issues of faith, the arts, and writing,
and holds a master’s degree in history
from the University of Oregon.
One of the best ways to stretch our
own creativity is to explore how great
Christian artists, musicians, and writers
of the past found fresh and powerful
ways to express their faith through their

Do the Unexpected
President’s Corner
Marilyn Rhoads

OCW President
president@
oregonchristianwriters.org

I received a compliment today. A

genuine, heartfelt, unsolicited reminder
that I did something right. It doesn’t
happen to me often, though I wish
it did. Then I opened an email and
regretted it. The message contained
criticism for a matter I’d considered
resolved. In a random moment of
abundant self-indulgence, I deleted it.

It didn’t need a response, and I didn’t
want to save it in my email collection.
Call me a rank coward, but it felt good!
My euphoric feeling lasted only
about two hours, but it was a special
120 minutes. Every. Single. Second. I
wish I could have that much positive
time every day. What a concept!
That made me think about the
power of words circulating in a writers’
organization. We struggle and study to
learn everything about our craft. Point
of view, organization, tight writing,
proper grammar, sentence structure,

work. Terry will present his keynote,
“A Cloud of Creative Witnesses,” in
two parts. During these presentations,
he will help conferees explore some of
the different ways these creatives have
brought the Christian story to life with
their artistry, using visuals, music, film
clips, and short readings from their
works. Then, we will pause to contemplate how we might use some of their
techniques and vision to strengthen and
enhance our own writing.
Join us on May 19 for inspiration
to boost your creativity, along with
practical tips to strengthen your writing as we hear from Terry and other
encouraging workshop presenters. We
look forward to learning how to use
our faith as a solid foundation to offer
written words of redemption to those
around us. 
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OCW’s statement of faith on Page 3
encapsulates the historic Apostles’ Creed in
updated language. Our aim is to glorify God
and help writers grow in their craft. We ask
our members and presenters to adhere to our
statement of faith; however, OCW does not
necessarily endorse the opinions expressed
by our members or presenters in print or the
spoken word.

Please see UNEXPECTED on Page 10
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Workshops to Hone Your Writing Skills
Conference Workshops
Tracie Heskett

OCW One-Day Conference Director
one-dayconferences@
oregonchristianwriters.org

A. Terry Glaspey: “From
Brainstorming Your Ideas to
Working with Your Editor: The Path
to Being a Successful Author”
(all genres)
This workshop will help you work
through the practical steps needed
to create and publish a book, focusing especially on how to brainstorm a
creative and fresh idea that is also saleable, how to critique your own work
and know when to bring others alongside to help you improve it, how to
pitch your proposal in a way that will
get the attention of an editor or agent,
and how to work more effectively with
editors by understanding how they
think and what they are looking for.
B. Julie Zander: “Polish Your Prose:
Avoid Missed Opportunities”
(all genres)
You’ve written your manuscript and
edited it based on feedback about
structure and development. Now
you’re ready to submit it to an editor,
agent, or publisher, or you intend to
self-publish. Before
you do, look for
common pitfalls and
missed opportunities
that leave your writing weaker than it
could be, detracting
from your storytelling. In this workshop, we’ll discuss passive writing,
weak verbs, style, and proofreading
tips to fine-tune your masterpiece.
Julie McDonald Zander, a personal
historian, newspaper columnist, and
freelance editor, earned her bachelor’s degree in communications and
political science from the University of
Washington. She worked as a newspaper reporter for 10 years and as an editor for nine before starting Chapters
of Life, which has published more
2

than 50 titles. She writes a weekly
newspaper column and continues to
help individuals, families, businesses,
communities, and organizations preserve their histories in book form.
Former OCW newsletter and summer
conference notebook editor, she serves
as Cascade Writing Contest co-chair.
She and her husband have two children and live in Toledo, Washington.

characters. As an
added bonus, we’ll
explore how to
make your supporting cast do their
job too! Bring all
of your characters
to the workshop—
we’ll put them to
work and see what they can teach us.

C. Kristen Johnson: “Writing Short
for Tall Rewards” (all genres)
Are you short on time? Just dipping
your toes in the
writing pool? Need
a bit more cash?
Then writing short
could be for you.
Expand your audience and join the
ongoing conversation happening now
in articles and devotionals that challenge, encourage, and entertain readers
around the world. Leave this workshop prepared to write and submit for
the summer conference in August, or
any time to the countless publications
available today.

Leslie Gould is the #1 best-selling
and Christy award-winning author
of 30 novels. Besides writing full
time, she teaches at Warner Pacific
University and enjoys research trips,
studying church history, and hiking in
the Cascades. She and her husband,
Peter, have been married for 34 years,
live in Portland, and are the parents of
four adult children.

Kristen G. Johnson always pictured
herself as Jo March in her attic-writing
nook and was thrilled to earn her
first $5 (like Jo) for a story she wrote
in 2005. Ever since, she’s been writing articles for Clubhouse, Clubhouse
Jr., and LIVE; devotions for Keys for
Kids, The Secret Place, and The Upper
Room; greeting cards for DaySpring;
and flash fiction for Splickety. Kristen
lives in Vancouver with her husband,
David, two daughters, Lily and Ella,
and a whole herd of bunnies.
D. Leslie Gould: “Make Your
Characters Count” (fiction)
We hear over and over, “Make your
characters likeable—but flawed.
Ordinary—yet extraordinary.
Familiar—but unfamiliar.” But how
exactly is it done? We’ll examine
incorporating backstory, passion,
motivation, mannerisms, and much,
much more into creating your main
Spring 2018

E. Terry Glaspey: “Awakening: A
Spirituality of Wonder” (all genres)
This workshop explores how cultivating a sense of awe and wonder can
give new depth to our walk with God
by exploring how a childlike vision,
an open heart, an attunement to the
beauty around us, and learning to
listen and to see with fresh eyes can
all help us live more intentionally and
with a deeper connection to God and
others. This kind of focus can have a
powerful effect not only on our lives,
but also on our writing.
F. Karen Barnett: “Make Every Scene
Sparkle” (fiction)
When asked for writing tips, novelist
Elmore Leonard said, “Leave out the
part that readers tend to skip.” We all
want to keep readers turning pages
late into the night, but how do we do
that? In this workshop, Karen offers
six techniques to
help polish your
scenes until they
shine. We’ll discuss sensory detail,
character voice,
deep point of
view, word choice,
grounding, and conflict.
Please see WORKSHOPS on Page 4
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Founded in 1963, we are an organization of
writers, both amateur and professional, who are
Christians. Our members write for both ministry
and markets and subscribe to the following statement of faith, which is OCW’s historic position
based on the Apostles’ Creed:
We believe the Bible to be the infallible, authoritative Word of God. We believe that all Scripture,
as originally penned, was inspired by God the Holy
Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16).
We believe in an infinite, perfect, triune God
who exists eternally in three persons: God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
(Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 3:16–17; 28:19).
We believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a
virgin. He lived a sinless life, did miracles, and
suffered a vicarious and atoning death. We believe
in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the
right hand of the Father, and in His future personal return in power and glory to judge the living
and the dead.
We believe that Jesus’ atoning death, burial, and
bodily resurrection is the only way to God and
eternal life and salvation (John 14:6; 1:12).
© All articles are printed with the permission of
the respective authors. Contact the editor or the
individual author for reprint information.
If you want additional newsletters to distribute
in your community, please contact Sue Miholer at
contact@oregonchristianwriters.org. Let her know
how many copies you want and where you want
them sent.

Minding OCW’s Business
Jane Reid
OCW Treasurer
treasurer@
oregonchristianwriters.org

We are growing—more than 400

members now. Those who are longtime
members understand the value of
membership and renew year after year.
An annual membership costs:
• $60 for those under 62
• $35 for those 62 and over
• $35 for a full-time student
• $75 for two family members
You can join by going to www.
oregonchristianwriters.org/membership,
where there are the options of joining
online or by mailing a check. A
membership is good for 12 months.
Our members save a significant
amount when they attend a conference
or enter the annual Cascade Writing
Contest:
• $45 to attend a one-day conference
vs. the $75 it costs a nonmember.
• Members pay about $45 less in
tuition for the summer conference
when they register by August 1.
• $10 saving per entry in the contest.

We have recently established a
members-only Facebook page, which
serves as a forum for writing-related
questions. One of the recent topics of
discussion was about starting and/or
joining in-person critique groups with
other members who live nearby.
There is also the opportunity to join
online critique groups if you’re an OCW
member.
Every month, our members receive
an e-newsletter where they can find:
• What our members are writing and
   where they’re being published.
• Upcoming opportunities (contests,
call-outs for articles, writing-related
   events, etc.).
• OCW news regarding conferences,
etc.
• Marketing tips.
• Member Musings—samples of what
   our members are writing.
• “Family” prayer requests.
And if you’re seriously writing,
your membership dues and conference
expenses may be tax-deductible.
We’re also working on additional
benefits for our members. Join—and
stay tuned. 

Books by Terry Glaspey
~75 Masterpieces Every Christian
Should Know
~The Prayers of Jane Austen
~The Book Lover’s Guide to Great
  Reading
~Bible Basics for Everyone
~25 Keys to Life-Changing Prayer
~Not a Tame Lion: The Spiritual
Legacy of C.S. Lewis
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Workshop Presenter Christina Suzann Nelson
at 2018 Winter Conference

Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett

Learn how to make your writing so
alluring readers wouldn’t dare skip a
line.
Karen Barnett is the award-winning
author of The Road to Paradise,
Mistaken, and the Golden Gate
Chronicles. Before devoting herself to
writing, she worked in outdoor education as a ranger naturalist at Mount
Rainier National Park and Oregon’s
Silver Falls State Park. When not writing, Karen enjoys photography, hiking, public speaking, and binge-watching on Netflix. Karen lives in Albany
with her husband Steve, teens Andrew
and Bethany, and three mischievous
dachshunds.
G. Todd Hafer: “Laughing All the
Way: Using Humor to Bring Hope,
Healing, and Happiness to Your
Readers” (all genres)
Laughing is one of the first things we
do as newborns. And, if we are lucky,
we can die laughing, or at least with a
smile on our faces. Bringing joy and
humor to your
writing is an act
of love and grace.
Humor breaks
down barriers to
communication.
It disarms people
of their prejudices
and cynicism. It
can make your
writing more engaging and more
memorable. Writing that makes us
laugh opens us up to new possibilities.
It promotes creative problem-solving.
This workshop will help you learn
when, why, and how to bring the gift
of laughter to your writing.

Todd Hafer is a senior acquisitions
editor at Harvest House Publishers in
Eugene. He is also an award-winning
author, with more than 60 books to
his credit. His total book sales recently
topped two million copies. One of his
best-selling titles is Snickers from the
Front Pew: Confessions of Two Preacher’s
Kids, which he co-wrote with his
brother, Jedd. That book has sold
more than 300,000 copies.
H. Danika Cooley: “Platform
Demystified” (all genres)
As writers, we often feel our primary
mission should
be honing our
craft and delivering our killer idea
in an innovative
way. Great writing and a stellar
idea are essential
for work that sells.
We can’t overlook
the last piece of the equation, though.
Every creative needs a sturdy platform.
Come learn about building a platform through which you will sell your
work, encourage your audience, and
change the world for Christ.
Danika Cooley is the author of When
Lightning Struck!: The Story of Martin
Luther, now in its second printing,
and Bible Road Trip™, a three-year
Bible curriculum for preschool to high
school, which has been downloaded
more than 300,000 times. Danika
equips Christian homeschool parents
to teach the Bible and Christian
history to their kids. Her weekly
newsletter to tens of thousands of
real moms encourages women with
Scripture—and secretly doubles
as a mighty marketing tool. You
can find her home base at www.
ThinkingKidsBlog.org. 

Keynote Session at 2018 Winter Conference

Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett
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Commit to the Lord whatever you
do, and he will establish your plans.
Proverbs 16:3 niv

Driving Directions to
Spring Conference
3550 Fox Meadow Rd
Eugene, OR 97408
From either northbound or southbound
I-5—
Take exit 199B-A to get on westbound
OR-569 (Randy Papé Beltline). Go
approximately 1¼ miles to exit 12 (Coburg
Road/Eugene). Turn right (north) onto
Coburg Road. Go about another mile
and turn left on Fox Meadow Road. First
Baptist Church (3550 Fox Meadow Road)
will be on your left.
NOTE: Please do not call or email the church
for any details about the conference. Contact
OCW at contact@oregonchristianwriters.org.

For we are God’s handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.
Ephesians 2:10 niv

Workshop Presenter Heidi Gaul
at 2018 Winter Conference

Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett

Plan Now to Attend the Summer Conference, August 20–23
“Opening Doors” (Colossians 4:2–6 niv)
“Pray that God may open a door for our message,
so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ.” (Colossians 4:2–6 niv)
Summer Conference
Lindy Jacobs

OCW Summer Conference Director
summerconf@
oregonchristianwriters.org

We’re excited to welcome award-winning and best-

selling keynoters Robin Jones Gunn (Christy Miller series
and Finding Father Christmas Hallmark movies) and Kim
Meeder (Hope Rising, Bridge Called Hope, and Blind Hope)
as well as Early Bird speaker New York agent Donald Maass
(The Emotional Craft of Fiction).
If you’ve been to an OCW Summer Coaching
Conference, you know this is a rich time of fellowship,
learning, and worship—a time to study the craft, meet
editors and agents, get feedback, receive next-step advice
from mentors, and refresh your writing goals. Each year
we bring together top national editors, agents, and awardwinning authors to help you take your writing to the next
level with advanced and beginning instruction in fiction,
nonfiction, memoir, Christian living books, writing for
children, website design, blogging, marketing, intensive
critique, and writing Bible studies, devotionals and
magazine articles.
This year we will offer:
• 10 morning coaching classes, including two premium
classes
• 23 afternoon workshops plus evening small group
  critique
• Professional panels (editors and agents)
• Half-hour mentoring appointments
• Manuscript reviews
Our popular Manuscript Submission Program will
once again provide full-time conferees the possibility to
meet with an editor and/or agent to get valuable feedback.

Begin now to review the manuscript submission guidelines
on the website to see what agents, book editors, and
magazine editors are looking for so you can find the best
match for your book or magazine article. You can also sign
up for on-the-spot 15-minute meetings in the Writing
Center (Tuesday and Wednesday).
Mentoring appointments give conferees an opportunity
to sit with an experienced author to ask “Next-Step” career
questions. Visit our Mentor page on the website to see our
full list of author/mentors and tips for how to prepare for
an appointment. Registered full-time conferees will have an
opportunity to choose a mentor in mid-July.
Thursday morning, Robin Jones Gunn will give the
closing devotional, and our worship pastor, Aaron Doerr,
will lead worship and communion.
Registration for the conference is open. Tuition is $550
for members and $595 for nonmembers. (Rates go up after
July 10th.) Tuition includes all five conference meals (three
dinners and two lunches) and all scheduled conference
activities from Monday afternoon through Thursday
morning. Lodging is separate and there is a link from our
website to the special room rates at the hotel.
Watch our website, www.oregonchristianwriters.org, for
updates about how to prepare for the conference, submit
manuscripts, and make lodging reservations. We look
forward to seeing you this summer! 
“I was touched by the Holy Spirit and delighted
to meet many of you; you are doing a great work
for God in bringing a hub of learning and contacts
for Christian writers looking to find a direction
for getting the message of Christ out to the world.”
Catherine DeBois, 2017 conferee

A Sampling of the 2018 Summer Conference Afternoon Workshops
“Would Your Novel Make a Good Movie?”–Robin Jones Gunn
“Seven Pillars of Historical Fiction”–Peter Leavell
“First Things First–Writing with Authority from the Bedrock of
His Word”–Kim Meeder
“Turning Your Story into Teachable Treasure: Writing for the
Christian Living Market”–Bo Stern
“Crafting a Fiction Proposal”–Bob Hostetler
“How to Turn a First Draft into a Final Draft”–Jill Williamson
“Children’s Book Trends: How to Spot Them, When to Jump on
the Train, and When to Avoid the Hype”–Linda Howard
“Writing for a Christian Teen Audience”–Pam Woody
“Blog Appeal: How to Attract Agents and Editors to Your Blog”
–Jessica Kirkland

“Getting on Secular TV & Radio Talk Shows”
–Rusty Wright
“Chaos to Coordination: Tips on Keeping Fiction Facts Straight”
–Mesu Andrews
“The Writing Practice”–Keren Baltzer
“Five Fatal Blogging Mistakes”–Laura Christianson
“Developing Your Bible Study”–Terri Kalfas
“Make-or-Break Qualities in Novels for Children”–Nancy Lohr
“Not-So-Extreme Makeover”–Sherri Langton (articles)
“Inside Out: Breathing Life into Fictional Characters”
–Melanie Dobson
“Agent for an Hour”–Tawny Johnson

Trustworthy and True: Words of Redemption for Our World
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2018 Summer Conference Morning Coaching Classes

We are pleased to offer 10 morning coaching classes taught by some of the top editors, agents, and authors in Christian publishing.
These in-depth classes meet for three consecutive mornings for a total of seven hours of instruction. Note: Some classes have caps,
and a few classes require early registration. Register early!
Children’s/YA Critique Group ~
Sally Apokedak Premium class only,
Fiction & Nonfiction ($100 extra)
Class limit: 12
Receive feedback on not only the
technical aspects of your work but
also on its marketability. This class is
open to writers working on children’s
books (from picture book to young
adult and everything in between). We
will look at the four vital areas necessary to be published (or to have their
readers love their self-published work):
voice, character (or author platform
for nonfiction), plot (or structure for
nonfiction), marketability (premise for
fiction and felt need for nonfiction).
This includes preconference work critiquing classmates’ submissions.

Bo Stern at the 2017 Summer Conference

Photo courtesy of Grace Owl Photography

Plan Your Dynamite Website ~
Laura Christianson Marketing, intermediate
This hands-on class will help you plan
a solid foundation for a professional
website. Geared for writers who view
writing as a business and believe that a
website (with built-in blog) is a critical
investment. (We recommend bringing
a laptop.) During the class, you will:
• Organize your website’s overall
structure and decide on key pages
for your website.
• Understand why your blog must be
fully integrated into your website.
• Learn why an email list is the backbone of your site.
• Create a compelling free offer that
entices people to subscribe.
• Discuss how social media serve as a
referral source to direct people to
6

your website, blog, and ultimately
to sign up for your mailing list and
newsletter.
• Discover a design style you love (and
that visitors to your site will love).
• Practice crafting captivating written
and visual content.
• Get top tips for optimizing your
website for discoverability.
Wanna Play? ~ Lonnie Hull DuPont
Creativity, all levels
This class is for any writer—seasoned
or newbie, fiction writer, poet,
memoirist—who wants to nudge
the right side of the brain to open
that room where creative ideas live.
Together we’ll experiment with lots
of writing exercises/games, and we’ll
write new pieces, phrases, and poems.
We will also share our new writing
in this supportive environment and
identify successful literary devices and
techniques. So come with an empty
notebook or laptop and an open
mind, and let’s get some new writing
going!
Your Best Book Now! ~ Bob
Hostetler Nonfiction, all levels
In these fast-moving, hands-on
sessions, Bob imparts an inspirational
and practical process for conceiving,
crafting, completing—and selling—
the best nonfiction book(s) you have
in you. More than two dozen authors
can trace their first published book to
the process taught in this class.
Become a Best-Selling Author
with Your First Credit (or How to
Write for Magazines) ~ Susan King
Nonfiction, periodicals
It’s not in hard cover, and you’re not
the only author on those pages; but
when a magazine publishes your work,
you reach thousands more people with
your message than most books do—
and with a much faster turnaround
time. This class will focus on writing
for any genre, how to market your
nonfiction articles, and also how to
get published in The Upper Room,
Spring 2018

Worship at the 2017 Summer Conference

Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett

the world’s largest daily devotional
magazine.
How to Apply the Five Most
Powerful Methods of Story Creation
to Your Novels ~ James L. Rubart
Fiction, all levels (Eight students may
take the Premium option for $100
extra) Class limit: 20
During this coaching class, all
participants will learn to break down,
in detail, the five most powerful
methods best-selling authors use to
create their stories. There are timetested formulas that always work!—as
well as proven building blocks you
must understand and learn to apply
to your novels and when you’re
generating new ideas. Plus, you’ll
learn how you can harness the secrets
of blockbuster movies and use these
to develop stories that will draw
the attention of editors, agents, and
ultimately readers. The eight premium
students will submit synopses and
their first five pages prior to the
conference (instructions will be sent
after registration) and will meet with
Jim during mentor appointments for

2017 Keynoter Frank Peretti

Photo courtesy of Grace Owl Photography

personal feedback based on setting up
story, story world, the hook, etc.
Redefining and Refining Your
Career in a Changing Publishing
Climate ~ Cynthia Ruchti
Professional Writers—Fiction &
Nonfiction
Designed for published authors and
speakers, this class will explore how
today’s publishing models—both
traditional and indie—come preloaded
with challenges and opportunities,
dissect the role of marketing and
platforms and how to use them to
the best advantage, reevaluate success
concepts to refresh career goals, and
more. Small-group discussions with
agents, editors, and marketers will
offer workable insights for refining the
writer’s publishing path, passion, and
purpose.
Writing Inspiring Nonfiction ~
Mick Silva Nonfiction, all levels
This class offers nonfiction critique
with an emphasis on making the work
become play, along with discussion
about best writing practices and
process. Attendees should bring up to
10 pages to share and be prepared to
do new writing around several themes.
This will help writers get past the head
to write from the heart. Come learn
how to write the best nonfiction.

Evening Activities
Monday Nite Owl (after keynote
address):
• “Become a Scrivener Superstar”
with Susan May Warren

Vicki Crumpton meets with conferee

Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett

The Healing Power of Your Story ~
Sarah Thebarge Memoir, all levels
This informal, interactive class will
teach you how to find your story, give
you techniques for how to tell your
story well, and discuss how the process
of storytelling can be healing to you as
well as your literary audience.
Extreme Scene Makeover ~ Susan
May Warren Fiction, intermediate
Novelists know a book needs
TENSION, but what kind of
tension, and how do you build it
into each scene? We will start with
an understanding of the components
of creating scene tension. Then we’ll
work through your scene step by
step to show you how to restructure,
strengthen, and build powerful scenes
that give new energy and life to
your story. Participants must have a
completed scene to work on. Learn
the essential Scene Tension Equation
and build a powerful scene hook using
metaphors and symbols.

Tuesday Nite Owls (after keynote
address):
• “First Pages” Small Group Critique
in multiple genres, including
“Refine Your Pitch” with agent
Sally Apokedak and “Hook Your
Reader on the Very First Page”
with Leslie Gould
• “Short Story Beginnings and
Endings” critique with editor Paul
Smith
• “World of Indie Publishing Chat”
with Traci Tyne Hilton
• Poetry readings
Wednesday Evening at 7:00 p.m.
Cascade Awards celebration when
winners of the 2018 Cascade Writing
Contest are given their awards by
hosts Susan May Warren and James L.
Rubart. Dessert reception follows.

“Thank you for everything. It was
truly amazing and life-changing.”
Kimberly Solis, 2017 conferee

2018 Summer Conference Faculty

BOOK EDITORS
Keren Baltzer, FaithWords/Hachette Book Group
Steve Barclift, Kregel Publications
Alice Crider, David C Cook
Lonnie Hull DuPont, Revell, a division of Baker Books
Linda Howard, Tyndale House
Terri Kalfas, Grace Publishing
Nancy Lohr, JourneyForth Books

MAGAZINE EDITORS
John Fortmeyer, Christian News Northwest
Susan King, The Upper Room
Sherri Langton, Bible Advocate and Now What?
Chad McComas, The Christian Journal
Paul Smith, LIVE
Pam Woody, Brio, Focus on the Family

AGENTS
Sally Apokedak, Apokedak Literary
Nick Harrison, WordServe Literary
Jim Hart, Hartline Literary
Bob Hostetler, Steve Laube Literary
Tawny Johnson, D.C. Jacobson & Associates
Jessica Kirkland, Kirkland Media Management
Donald Maass, Donald Maass Literary (Monday)
Cynthia Ruchti, Books & Such Literary

AUTHORS/MENTORS
Mesu Andrews
Karen Barnett
Laura Christianson
Melanie Dobson
Aaron Doerr
Leslie Gould
Robin Jones Gunn
Traci Hilton
Peter Leavell

April McGowan
Kim Meeder
James L. Rubart
Mick Silva
Bo Stern
Sarah Thebarge
Susan May Warren
Jill Williamson
Rusty Wright
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Meet Your 2018 Summer Conference Keynoters
R

OBIN JONES GUNN is the
best-selling author of nearly 100
titles with more than 5.5 million
copies sold worldwide. Her popular Christy Miller series for teens
continues in Christy & Todd: The
Baby Years. Robin’s passion for
storytelling has taken her around
the world, where she’s been a
keynote speaker in Africa, Brazil,
Europe, and Australia as well as
Canada and the US.
Robin’s nonfiction titles include
Victim of Grace and Spoken For, which she co-authored with
Alyssa Joy Bethke. Two of her novellas, Finding Father Christmas and Engaging Father Christmas, have been made into Hallmark Christmas movies, which aired to record audiences, and a
third film, Marrying Father Christmas, is in production. Robin
and her husband have two grown children and live in Hawaii.
Robin’s Tuesday evening keynote is “Wide-Open Doors.”

K

IM MEEDER’s life was
torn apart at the age of nine
by her parents’ murdersuicide. Through the love of
a little mare and a merciful
God, Kim’s life was restored.
In 1995, inspired by Jesus’
love, Kim and her husband,
Troy, transformed their
nine-acre cinder quarry into
Crystal Peaks Youth Ranch,
a safe and positive place
for kids. Their nonprofit
organization rescues abused and neglected horses and, with
the kids’ help, nurtures them back to health. The ranch has
helped launch 200 similar ministries all over the globe.
Kim’s nonfiction books, Hope Rising, Bridge Called Hope,
Blind Hope, Fierce Beauty, and Encountering Our Wild
God (2018) have earned her awards and radio interviews,
including several with Focus on the Family and Family Talk
Radio.
Kim has addressed audiences across the country, including
government leaders in Washington, DC. She is the recipient of a Red Cross Local Hero Award and the National
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Award for Greatest Public
Service Benefiting Local Communities. Kim’s Monday
evening keynote is “Opening Doors.”

“Everything was amazing. Loved the prayer.
The presence of the Holy Spirit was profound.
Wonderful worship. Gracious leadership.”
2017 Keynoter Tessa Afshar

“The Emotional Craft of Fiction” with Donald Maass
D

ONALD MAASS’s New
York literary agency sells more
than 150 novels every year to
major publishers in the US and
overseas. He is the author of The
Career Novelist (1996), Writing
the Breakout Novel (2001),
Writing the Breakout Novel Workbook (2004), The Fire in Fiction
(2009), Writing 21st Century Fiction (2012), and The Emotional
Craft of Fiction (2016). He has
served as president of the
Association of Authors’ Representatives, Inc.
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Preconference Seminar
Early Bird: “The Emotional Craft of Fiction: How
to Write the Story Beneath the Surface.” New York
literary agent Donald Maass will show how to use
story to provoke a visceral and emotionally gripping
experience for readers—one unseen but deeply felt
and ultimately unforgettable.
Monday August 20, 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. The cost
of the preconference six-hour seminar is $135 and
includes lunch. All are welcome, even those unable
to attend the conference. You can register for just this
event.

Spring 2018

Winter Conference Highlights
Keeping Up with OCW
Donna Hues
OCW Secretary
secty@

oregonchristianwriters.org

We were amazed how the Lord

orchestrated our winter conference.
Don White’s devotional challenged
us to be champions. David was a
champion but not in the eyes of the
world. He was too young, a shepherd
boy, not a warrior. Saul’s armor hung
clumsily on his teen-aged frame.
From his own kin echoed, “You can’t,”
as he stood alone to face Goliath.
Yet David possessed a great
strength—the mighty power of the living God. We need to meet our writing
foes head-on, using the resources God
has provided. “We don’t need to feel
or look like champions. We need to
step up. God will do the rest.”
Keynote speaker Ronie Kendig’s
message segued perfectly from the
devotional. David was weighed down
with naysayers and encumbered with

ill-fitting armor. As writers we can
be weighed down by rejection and
discouragement. “You have a unique
story to tell. Take off the weight.
Champion it forward.” Ronie stated
that pain is universal—either physical
or invisible. Our task is to bring healing to a hurting world.
We may never know the impact
of our writing. “Use your passion and
your pain to portray the ecstasy and
joy and magnificence of our world—
of hope in our God.”
The business meeting followed
with the exciting announcement of
a new benefit for OCW members, a
private Facebook page to interact with
fellow OCW writers.
First-time attendees and new
members were presented with an
OCW pin and bookmark.
All writers were reminded that
OCW’s online critique groups are a
valuable resource for honing the craft.
Anyone interested should email Gail
Sattler who coordinates the groups.
Registration for our summer conference in Portland opened the first

Ronie Kendig at the 2018 Winter Conference

Photo courtesy of Karen Barnett

part of March. The Cascade Writing
Contest opened February 14. Without
our volunteers, OCW would not be
the successful organization that it is.
Members were encouraged to volunteer by indicating their desire on the
conference evaluation forms.
Special thanks to Marilyn Rhoads
and Jane Reid who have graciously
agreed to serve another term in their
respective board positions.
Our next one-day conference will
be held May 19 in Eugene. 

Trustworthy and True: Words of Redemption for Our World
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Pray for Your Readers
Prayer Team
Lynn Hare
OCW Prayer Team Leader
prayer@
oregonchristianwriters.org

When you write, do you sometimes find obstacles like

rejection, fear, doubt, insecurity, illness, or distraction block
the flow of your best-laid plans? Does a sense of defeat creep
in?
When we write for the Kingdom of God, we’re sure to
meet resistance from the enemy. He’s out to steal, kill, and
destroy our messages for Christ and curtail any means of getting the Word of God into readers’ hearts and minds. It’s in
his job description.
How can you counter the enemy’s attacks? One way is
to gather a prayer team to pray for your writing. I have 40
people on mine, but you can start small—with friends, family, and ministry partners. Their prayers can remove spiritual
obstacles, reinforce your spiritual protection, become catalysts
for great writing, and provide the grease for literary cogs to
mesh and advance.
I ask my team to cover me while I’m at writing conferences. With the prayer team interceding, I meet and connect with crazy-amazing folks. Regular email updates to the
team keep them informed. Celebrating victories, publishing
successes, and God-wins is part of the fun. Consider asking
the team how you can pray for them, and periodically ask if
they’d like to continue.
Gathering a team of people who pray for your writing
is likely to renew and recharge your writing with fresh Holy
Spirit life and flow.
The OCW prayer team is happy to pray for you anytime.
Email us at prayer@oregonchristianwriters.org.

Unexpected … From Page 1
outlines, tense, and rhythm. But who teaches us to say
kind, uplifting things to one another? Is there a class on
how to encourage other writers?
At the 2018 winter conference, Heidi Gaul taught
a workshop on what to do when things don’t work out
the way we planned. During the 2017 spring conference,
Yvonne Kays taught a class on note-writing that brought
me to literal tears. But what about instruction on how to
inspire one another on a daily basis with sincere, positive
things about ourselves or our writing? Most of us will take
anything encouraging we can get.
Phony phrases are ridiculous. They have no effect, and
people know when we’re faking it. Is there a better solution?
What about prayer? Intense, forceful words uttered for
an audience of One, words that build our people.
I listen to and observe our members, and at the
moment I’m writing this column, one of us has a suicidal
daughter, another a spouse in chemotherapy, and yet one
more needs support from her insurance company. Two
others have spouses out of work, and I know some who
have lost their homes. Some have traumatic health issues.
Others worry their work will never publish, while some
members agonize over their sales figures. Trouble? You bet.
Jesus told us in this world we would have trouble, but He
said to take heart. He overcame the world.
The question is, do we wish to bind together to form a
family that transforms the world for Christ with our words?
Of course, we do. Why else would we as an organization
work so hard?
Let’s pray and ask God for the words to compliment
someone today. He’ll answer if we wait on Him. Send
an email or a card, or say something simple in person.
Nothing flashy. And if you’re feeling shy, come practice on
me. Maybe we’ll both have a good laugh.
You are loved.
~Marilyn 

OCW Welcomes New Team Members
Prayer Team Member Pamela Bunyard

Pamela J. Bunyard, the newest member

of the prayer team, is a former member of
Toastmasters. She lives her life loving on
Jesus, and she loves to pray, attend church,
and encourage others. Pamela currently
manages a home for special needs adults in
Portland, where she gleans much happiness.
A self-published author of several children’s books,
Pam enjoys writing short stories, articles of inspiration,
devotionals, and speeches.
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Bookstore Manager Joyce del Rosario

With her background in event management and

accounting, Joyce del Rosario has joined the team to
manage our one-day conference bookstores and also help
streamline a lot of our behind-the-scenes procedures.
She is currently a student at George Fox University,
working toward an MBA. Joyce and her family moved to
Oregon a few years ago.
(Photo not available at press time.)
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“Trustworthy and True: Words of Redemption for Our World”
“He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ Then he said,
‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’” Revelation 21:5 (niv)

Oregon Christian Writers Spring Conference
Saturday, May 19, 2018 ~ 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
First Baptist Church, 3550 Fox Meadow Road, Eugene, OR 97408
8:30–9:00
		
		
9:00–9:20
		

Registration, Continental Breakfast, Bookstore
Piano Prelude: Bob Williams

9:20–9:40

Music: Robyn Besemann

9:40–10:30

General Session I: Terry Glaspey, “A Cloud of Creative Witnesses: Part 1”

Welcome and Introductions: President Marilyn Rhoads
Devotional: Maxine Marsolini

10:35–10:55 Morning Break: Refreshments and time to visit the bookstore
10:55–11:45 General Session II: Terry Glaspey, “A Cloud of Creative Witnesses: Part 2”
11:45–12:35 OCW Business Meeting: Recognition of new members and writing accomplishments;
introduction of workshop teachers
12:35–1:35

Lunch: Hot turkey sandwich on Kaiser rolls (assemble your own), Caesar salad, fresh fruit platter,
taco bean soup, and pasta salad – served buffet style $14 – must be ordered by May 13.

1:40–2:40
Workshops: Session 1 (Choose one)
		 A. Terry Glaspey—From Brainstorming Your Ideas to Working with Your Editor:
		
The Path to Being a Successful Author
		 B. Julie Zander—Polish Your Prose: Avoid Missed Opportunities		
		 C.   Kristen Johnson—Writing Short for Tall Rewards
		 D. Leslie Gould—Make Your Characters Count
			
2:40–3:00
Break: Bookstore is open
3:00–4:00
Workshops: Session 2 (Choose one)
		 E. Terry Glaspey—Awakening: A Spirituality of Wonder
		 F.     Karen Barnett—Make Every Scene Sparkle
		 G.    Todd Hafer—Laughing All the Way: Using Humor to Bring Hope, Healing,
				
and Happiness to Your Readers
		 H.   Danika Cooley—Platform Demystified
4:00–4:30

Dessert, Autograph Party, and Photo Session—all authors available to sign their books.

		
All workshops suitable for all writers—beginner to advanced.
		
		• Follow live tweets at @OregonWriters and use #OCWoneday to share.
		
• See OCW at facebook.com/OregonChristianWriters.
		
• The Prayer Room will be open all day.
		
• Please fill out an evaluation form to be entered a drawing for free tuition to a future
one-day conference.
Conference and Membership Information:
(please
register online www.oregonchristianwriters.org by May 17)
		
		Conference Fees: 				Annual Membership Fees:
		• $45 for members				
• $60 for those under 62
		
• $75 for nonmembers				
• $35 for full-time students
		
• $20 for those 20 and under			
• $35 for those 62 and older
		
• $20 for college and post-grad students
• $75 for two members in the same family
Trustworthy and True: Words of Redemption for Our World
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Oregon Christian Writers
1075 Willow Lake Road North
Keizer, OR 97303

Spring 2018
Newsletter
www.oregonchristianwriters.org

Join us for:

Writing to Capture Readers Writing to Capture

Rea “Trustworthy

and True: Words of
Redemption for Our World”
Spring One-Day Conference
Saturday, May 19, 2018
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
with

Terry Glaspey

First Baptist Church
3550 Fox Meadow Rd
Eugene, OR 97408
Registration link at www.oregonchristianwriters.org
(Driving directions inside—see Page 4)

Oregon Christian Writers
Conference Schedule
August 20–23, 2018
Summer Coaching Conference
Keynoters: Robin Jones Gunn and Kim Meeder
Preconference Fiction Seminar with Donald Maass
Red Lion Hotel on the River, Portland
October 20, 2018
Fall One-Day Conference
Keynoter: Kathi Lipp
Rolling Hills Community Church
Tualatin (Portland Metro)
February 23, 2019
Winter One-Day Conference
Keynoter: Carrie Stuart Parks
Chemeketa Community College
Salem

