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OCW’s statement of faith on Page 3 encapsulates the historic 
Apostles’ Creed in updated language. Our aim is to glorify God 
and help writers grow in their craft. We ask our members and 
presenters to adhere to our statement of faith; however, OCW 
does not necessarily endorse the opinions expressed by our 
members or presenters in print or the spoken word.

Bob Welch, an award-winning 
columnist, author, and teacher, 
lives his faith in every tap of the 
keyboard. He is a University 
of Oregon adjunct professor of 
journalism and the author of 17 
books. Since 1999, he has also 
penned 2,000 columns for Eu-
gene’s Register-Guard, Oregon’s 
second largest newspaper, and 
has been a professional writer 
for nearly 40 years.

“Forget the hyperbole,” said 
Julie Zander, organizer of the 
Association of Personal Histo-
rians Conference in Portland 
in 2006, where he spoke. “Our 
261 participants scored Bob 
Welch a 4.81 on a 5.0 scale.” 

Bob, a storyteller by nature, 
has twice won the National 
Society of Newspaper Colum-
nists’ highest award for writing. 
He has also won dozens of other 
journalism awards, including 
the Seattle Times C.C. Blethen 
Award for Distinguished Fea-
ture Writing.

His book American Night-
ingale (Atria Books, 2004) was 
a finalist for the Oregon Book 
Award and was featured on 
ABC’s Good Morning America. 
His Easy Company Soldier (St. 
Martin’s Press) earned the 
number-one spot in the country 
among Amazon’s World War 
II/Western Front books, and 
A Father for All Seasons won 
the Gold Medallion Award for 
Family & Parenting.

The Chicken Soup for the 

Soul series has included seven 
of his articles, and other pieces 
have been published in more 
than a dozen books. 

His work has also appeared 
in the Los Angeles Times, Reader’s 
Digest, Sports Illustrated, and 
Runner’s World. 

Bob founded the annual 
Beachside Writers Workshop 
in Yachats in 2005. Since then, 
more than 500 students have 
attended his workshops held 
in different venues around the 
state.

As a sign of his stature as a 
beloved Oregon icon, he will be 
performing at the Hult Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts in 
Eugene on November 5 and 6, 
2015, in “An Evening with Bob 
Welch & Friends.”

Bob and his wife, Sally, re-
side in Eugene, as do their two 
adult sons and families, includ-
ing five grandchildren. When he 
isn’t speaking, teaching, or writ-
ing, he enjoys sailing, backpack-
ing, used-bookstore browsing, 
and University of Oregon sports 
spectating. V

Why do you write?
“Writing, to me, is simply thinking through my 

fingers”—Isaac Asimov.
I could have begun by expressing my thoughts 

to answer the question. But to strengthen my work, 
and yours, a good quote will add value. Asimov’s 
words are simple, brilliant, and set the tone for what 
follows. I like to start my book chapters with a quo-
tation that jumpstarts the readers’ thinking before 
moving them into the body of the chapter.  

How do you handle the critics? Hearing criti-
cism hurts, but I’ve learned that it also helps. If a 
word could paint a thousand pictures, one writer 
said it well: “Asking a working writer what he thinks 
about critics is like asking a lamppost how it feels 
about dogs”—Christopher Hampton.

How do you pace your writing? There is an art 
to unfolding plot. You don’t want to tell too much 
too soon. “If a writer knows enough about what he 
is writing about, he may omit things that he knows. 
The dignity of movement of an iceberg is due to 

Join us for Bob Welch at Northwest 
Christian University in Eugene, May 16.



A. “Focus Your Stories: ‘If You Aim 
at Nothing, You’ll Hit It Every 
Time’” will be presented by Bob 
Welch. Writers sometimes allow life to 
happen to them. You lope along with 
no real plan as to where you’re headed. 
Learn a number of options for how to 
keep from wandering away from your 
story’s trail. Focus, plan, and exam-
ine the intricacies of your elements 
before—and during—your writing. 
(multi-genre)

B. “Bring Your Book to Print” will 
be presented by Shelley Houston. 
Learn the answer to “What is self-
publishing?” Shelley will outline the 
steps necessary to see your work pub-
lished in either traditional or indie 
publishing venues. Learn publishing 
terms and available options. Just Dust 
Publishers is her company’s traditional 
arm, and Sage Meadows Press is the 
self-publishing division. Costs for self-
publishing will be discussed. 
(self-publishing/traditional)

Shelley, a longtime OCW member, 
has been writing for 15 years. Shelley 
founded her independent publish-
ing company, Just Dust Publishers, in 
2011. They have published 10 books 
and have seven more on their docket 
for 2015. Her writing accomplish-
ments include more than 70 published 
devotionals, a weekly blog in a nation-
al web magazine, numerous articles, an 
Amy Award, two contemporary novels, 
and a children’s chapter book. She also 
speaks at various writing events. 

C. “Developing a Writer’s Self-
Discipline” will be presented by Sally 
Stuart. One of biggest problems a 
writer faces is the self-discipline it 
takes to write and sell on a regular 
basis. This workshop will help you 
understand where writing falls in your 
life, how to use proven techniques of 

self-discipline, goal setting, the differ-
ence between busyness and productiv-
ity, using your calendar to plan your 
time, understanding stumbling blocks, 
the tricks or techniques of success, and 
more. (multi-genre)

Sally compiled the Christian Writers’ 
Market Guide for 26 years. She has 
been a freelance writer for more than 
45 years and is the author of another 
dozen books. Sally has spoken at con-
ferences across the country for more 
than 35 years and is the recipient of 
numerous writing awards, includ-
ing the Sherwood E. Wirt Award for 
Outstanding Service to Christian 
Writing and the AWSA Golden 
Scroll Lifetime 
Achievement 
Award. She lives 
in the Portland 
area with 
her husband, 
Norm, and has 
three adult chil-
dren and eight 
grandchildren.

D. “Writing Inspirational Shorts” 
will be taught by Sue Miholer. Keep 
your eyes open as life happens, and 
you’ll have all you need to write inspi-
rational shorts. Explore two different 
approaches to freeze-frame those life 
moments and mine spiritual lessons. 
Word count is low (usually less than 
200 words), and writing these pieces 
is a good way to learn the art of cut-
ting unnecessary words and staying on 
point—important skills in any genre. 
(devotionals)

Sue has written for several daily devo-
tional booklets: The Secret Place, The 
Quiet Hour, God’s Word for Today, and 
Pathways to God. She serves as OCW’s 
business manager and is a longtime 
member. She also owns Picky, Picky 
Ink, a freelance editing business. Her 
four grandchildren and two adult sons 
live close, and she’s also involved in 
her local church, working mainly with 
special needs students.

E. “The Alluring Suspense of 
Foreshadowing” will be taught by 
Bob Welch. Readers of both nonfic-
tion and fiction don’t want to be force-
fed. Instead, they want to be teased. 
Come learn what foreshadowing is, 
how to do it, and why it’s so effec-
tive in keeping readers following your 
bread crumbs to a satisfying ending. 
Engage your readers on a deeper level. 
(fiction/nonfiction)

F. “Writing from a Naked Spirit” will 
be taught by Petey Prater. Preparing 
to write is 99 percent of the battle. As 
a Christian writer, you must shed life’s 
clutter and bow in submission if your 
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Conference Workshops
Marilyn Rhoads

OCW Program Coordinator
program@

oregonchristianwriters.org

Spring Workshop Opportunities
Driving Directions to 

Spring Conference
From Portland and Salem (I-5 south-
bound)—
Take Exit 194B and go west on I-105. Take 
first exit (Eugene City Center) south on Co-
burg Road. Get into the far left lane, go over 
Ferry Street Bridge, and merge left with road 
onto Franklin Boulevard at the end of the 
bridge, then stay in the right lane. Continue 
about one-half mile and turn right onto 
East 11th Avenue, just past the Phoenix Inn. 
Turn right on 11th and go one-half block. 
Turn into NCU parking lot on the right. 
Our OCW sign will be across the street on 
the left.

From Roseburg and Medford (I-5
northbound)—
Take Exit 192 and follow it onto westbound 
Franklin Boulevard. Continue in the left 
lane past the University of Oregon campus 
to the exit for 11th Avenue on the left. Fol-
low 11th for about 1½ blocks. NCU campus 
is on the left with parking across the street. 

NOTE: Please do not call the university for 
information.We are in no way affiliated with 
the school and no one there knows the specifics 
of our conference. If you have questions, please 
call 503-393-3356.

Spring 2015 Conference
May 16

Northwest Christian University
Eugene



Our paperwork to become a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit corporation has been submit-
ted to the IRS by our attorney. We’ve 
been told it generally takes a minimum 
of six months to have it approved, 
but since we are an existing entity, we 
requested a “definitive ruling,” which 
could expedite the process. 

As part of preparing the paperwork, 
we had to estimate the amount of time 
the board members spend on OCW 
business. We came up with more than 
400 hours monthly among the seven 
voting board members—an average of 
almost 15 hours a week per board mem-
ber.  

If OCW paid $10/hour for their 
time, all these volunteer hours would 
cost OCW more than $4,000 a month. 
Thank you to all those—board members 
and others—who give their time to keep 
OCW moving along smoothly.

The membership now has the 
revised bylaws to study so we can vote 
on adopting them at the spring confer-
ence. We have added some legal lan-
guage at the suggestion of our attorney. 
Also, instead of including a lot of specif-
ics in them, we have made the bylaws 
a little more “broad-brush” and have 
developed a procedural manual for the 
details that outline how we conduct the 
day-to-day business of the corporation. 

Just a note to let you know how 
much the board appreciates the confi-
dence you have in us as we seek to make 
decisions to further the ministry of 
OCW. Your prayers are appreciated. V
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Tax Status and Bylaws

Money Matters
Wendy Gorski
OCW Treasurer

treasurer@
oregonchristianwriters.org

Minding OCW’s Business
Sue Miholer

OCW Business Manager
contact@

oregonchristianwriters.org

OCW Leadership Team

Maxine Marsolini
Marilyn Rhoads
Wendy Gorski
Susan Maas
Sue Miholer
Lindy Jacobs

Megan E. Parks

Angella Foret Diehl
Julie Zander 
Gail Sattler

Sally Stuart
Kathy Davis
Marion Duckworth
Eva Gibson
Petey Prater
Lindy Swanson
Lynn Hare

President
Program Coordinator
Treasurer
Secretary
Business Manager
Summer Conference 
Director
Newsletter Production 
& Managing Editor
Webmaster
Photographer
Critique Group 
Coordinator
Marketing Expert
Media Assistant
Prayer Team
Prayer Team
Prayer Team
Prayer Team
Prayer Team

Founded in 1963, we are an organiza-
tion of writers, both amateur and professional, 
who are Christians. Our members write for 
both ministry and markets and subscribe to the 
following statement of faith, which is OCW’s 
historic position expressed in the Apostles’ 
Creed:

We believe the Bible to be the infallible, 
authoritative Word of God. We believe that all 
Scripture, as originally penned, was inspired by 
God the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16).

We believe in an infinite, perfect, triune God 
who exists eternally in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 
(Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 3:16–17; 28:19).

We believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a 
virgin. He lived a sinless life, did miracles, and 
suffered a vicarious and atoning death. We be-
lieve in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension 
to the right hand of the Father, and in His future 
personal return in power and glory to judge the 
living and the dead.

We believe that Jesus’ atoning death, burial, 
and bodily resurrection is the only way to God 
and eternal life and salvation (John 14:6; 1:12).

© All articles are printed with the permission of 
the respective authors. Contact the editor or the 
individual author for reprint information. 

If you want additional newsletters to distribute 
in your community, please contact Sue Miholer 
at contact@oregonchristianwriters.org. Let her 
know how many copies you want and where you 
want them sent.

“Good news, good news,” is one of 
my favorite lines from a Ken Davis 
concert. It made me laugh and cry all at 
the same time. 

The good news is that the winter 
conference netted a small profit, thanks 
in large part to the silent auction that 
raised $227 and the fact that we pay 
way below market value to use that 
venue. In addition, not having the 
$250 expense of recording the sessions 
allowed the winter conference to end on 
a good note.

The other good news is the 
excellent response to the Cascade 

Writing Contest. The funds raised have 
enabled us to pay off our OCW credit 
card debt. 

We also had a dear anonymous giver 
whose donation of $50.00 went toward 
paying down the debt.

A big thank you goes out to those 
who generously donated to the silent 
auction: Cheryl Colwell, Heidi Gaul, 
Wendy Gorski, Mary Hake, Susan 
Maas, and Sue Miholer of Picky, Picky 
Ink. Thank you to those who bid on 
the items for your generous support of 
OCW. V

Financial Stability 
on the Horizon

Books by Bob Welch
Bellevue and the New Eastside
More to Life Than Having It All
Stories from the Game of Life
The Things that Matter Most
A Father for All Seasons
My Seasons
My Oregon
My Oregon II
American Nightingale

Pebble in the Water
Easy Company Soldier
Resolve
52 Little Lessons from It’s a Wonderful 
Life
Cascade Summer
The Keyboard Kitten
The Keyboard Kitten: Gets Oregonized 



“God always sets you 
at the convergence of 
His highest glory and 
your highest good,” 
said Bill Giovannetti, 

winter conference keynoter. He added, “That is rarely the 
place you would choose for yourself.” 

Bill, a pastor from Redding, California, and author of 
several nonfiction books, used the story of Jesus, Peter, and 
the storm (Matthew 14:22–33) as an analogy for the writ-
ing life. “Our job is faith,” he explained, while “God’s job 
is outcomes.” We need to let go of the outcomes and trust 
them to the Father. “Every time you step out in faith, you 
are walking on water,” he said. “If God called you to write, 
the only way to sink is to stop writing.”

In the second general session, Bill discussed how our 
identities are formed by the labels others slap on us. These 
labels can haunt and define us unless we allow Christ to 
change us back to our true identity in Him. “All Christians 
are in rehab,” he said. “Our mission as writers is to take 
readers by the hand and walk them back to Jesus and their 
real identity.” Finally, Bill told attendees that “faith is not 
the secret to victory; faith is the victory.”

During the business meeting, President Maxine 
Marsolini introduced officers, support people, and a new 
prayer team member, Lynn Hare. She welcomed more than 
20 first-time attendees and read about 10 publishing accom-
plishments.

Business Manager Sue Miholer and Treasurer Wendy 
Gorski discussed OCW finances, with Wendy presenting 
figures showing that OCW has been losing money on the 
summer and one-day conferences. The board asked for a 
vote to raise fees for one-day conferences to $45 for mem-
bers, $75 for nonmembers, and $35 for students in order 
to cover conference costs. Following discussion, the increase 
was approved by a majority of members present.

Program Coordinator Marilyn Rhoads drew names for 
donated books, gave information on upcoming conferences, 

spirit is to hear and receive His word; 
only then are you prepared to serve 
the Lord as His scribe. Intimacy with 
Christ conceives the word you write, 
birthing souls and revival. Join this 
workshop and renew your spiritual 
foundations. See your words produce 
fruit. (spiritual encouragement)

Petey writes devotionals and poetry. 
Married to her high school sweetheart 
for 54 years, they have four children 
and five grandchildren. Her priorities 
are leading prayer groups, attending 
them, and spending time with her 
grandkids. Her silly family poems 
keep them humble and laughing—and 
searching for serendipity on Oregon’s 
back roads. 

G. “A Taste of Chicken Soup” will be 
taught by Heidi Gaul. Have you ever 
toyed with the idea of writing for a 
Chicken Soup for the Soul (or other) 
compilation? Especially now, when the 
role of Christian publishing continues 
evolving, you need a reliable outlet for 

your creativity and may even gain a 
new source of income. Discover what 
kind of submissions the editors want, 
and learn how to fine-tune your piece 
for publication. (anthologies)

Heidi’s stories have 
appeared in several 
Chicken Soup for 
the Soul antholo-
gies, including 
their most recent 
release, Thanks to 
My Mom! Some 

of her devotionals have been selected 
for The Upper Room. She is repre-
sented by Mary Keeley of Books & 
Such Literary Management and is 
currently finishing the second book 
in The House Lottery, a women’s fic-
tion series. She lives in the Willamette 
Valley with her husband and several 
furry family members.

H. “Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest: 
Niche Networks & Marketing” will 
be presented by Nicole Miller. For 

many authors, finding their niche 
market online can translate into a 
loyal following and marketing success. 
Learn about Twitter, Pinterest, and 
Instagram, three powerful social media 
networks that can supercharge your 
marketing plan. Go through examples, 
talk about what to post, and have an 
opportunity to have your questions 
answered. (social media)

Nicole is a com-
munity manager 
at Buffer, a social 
media manage-
ment tool with 
two million users, 
and a historical fiction writer in her 
spare time. A journalism major from 
Western Washington University, she 
has worked as an event coordinator, 
designer, marketer, and everything in 
between. She blogs about her urban 
homesteading adventures with two 
dogs, two horses, 13 chickens, and 
four ducks at nicolemillerbooks.com. 
V
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Keeping Up with OCW
Susan Maas

OCW Secretary
secty@

oregonchristianwriters.org

Winter Conference Review

Workshops … From Page 2

Please see WINTER on Page 9

Bill Giovannetti at Winter Conference.  
Photo courtesy of  Julie Zander



“Ten Essential Elements of a Nonfiction Book”
“Write to Touch the Hearts of Children”
“Four Smart Things Rich Authors Do”
“The Four Qualities of Writing a Nonfiction Work” 
“From Personal Experience to the Printed Page” 
“Poetry of Place”
“Blogging and Blog Tours” 
“To Speak or Not to Speak”
“How to Start and End a Story Well”
“Platform—To Build or Not to Build?”
“Writing Short Stories/Flash Fiction That Sells”

“Finding Readers: The Ultimate Key to Success”
“Self-Editing for Success”
“When God Calls You to Write”
“Crafting a Story That Resonates” 
“Stress—The Writer’s Secret Weapon”
“Synopsis Writing for the Summary Impaired”
“Empower Your Characters”
“Developing Your Voice”
“Proposals That Make It to Publishing Committee”
“To Market, to Market”
“A Writer’s Online Presence”

If you’ve been to an OCW summer coach-
ing conference, you know this is a rich time of 
intense study, fellowship, worship, and reflec-
tion that can lead to renewed writing goals. Our 
faculty is dedicated to helping you reach your 
writing goals. This year we will offer:

10 morning coaching classes
25 afternoon workshops
3 professional panels to bring you the latest trends in
   publishing
5 Nite Owls for those who want more, including a
   Critique Clinic and a Pitch Lab

What’s New This Year?

1. “Book Promotions Boot Camp.” Monday, August 
10, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Learn why and how to success-
fully launch and promote a book and why these essential 
skills will even help you write your best book. A preconfer-
ence session open to all writers—even those not attending 
the conference. Taught by best-selling author Susan May 
Warren and social media expert and designer Nicole Miller. 
Requires a separate registration. The $90 fee for this three-
hour session includes lunch.

2. New Coaching Classes:
• Screenwriting with Nancy Ellen Dodd
• “How to Be an Insanely Great Indie Author” with
   Randy Ingermanson

• An introductory fiction mentoring class taught by
  Karen Ball
• A premium intermediate fiction class “Get Published;
  Stay Published” with preconference reviews and 
  small-group mentoring with Susan May Warren, Jeff
  Gerke, and James L. Rubart (for an additional $50)
• A professional track, “Making a Living in Today’s
  Market,” with Chip MacGregor
• “Crafting Bible Studies for Spiritual Growth” with
  Terri Kalfas

Our manuscript submission program will once again 
provide the possibility to meet with an agent or editor and 
get valuable feedback. Begin now to review the Manuscript 
Submission guidelines and the Agent, Book Editor, and 
Magazine/Newspaper Editor links on the website so you 
can find the best match for your book or article. You can 
also sign up at the conference for on-the-spot meetings with 
agents, editors, and pro writers in our Writing Center.

Mentoring appointments are 30 minutes and give con-
ferees an opportunity to sit with an experienced author to 
ask questions and get “Next-Step” career advice from men-
tor-authors. To see our full list of mentors and tips for how 
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Summer Conference
Lindy Jacobs

OCW Summer Conference Director
summerconf@

oregonchristianwriters.org

Summer Conference 
Focuses on 

“Being Salt and Light” 
Matthew 5:13–16 (niv)

Please see CONFERENCE on Page 8

A Sampling of the 2015 Summer Conference Workshops 



“Get Published; Stay Published: 
Advanced Teaching for Career-
Minded Novelists” with Jeff Gerke, 
James L. Rubart, and Susan May 
Warren
(Fiction Intermediate to Advanced, for 
those who have completed a manuscript)
Limit: 30; Premium Intensive Coaching 
Class—$50 additional charge
Designed for the advanced writer, 
nearly published, or just published, 
struggling to get to the next level. 
Instructors will evaluate the first 10 
pages of participants’ manuscripts 
before the conference. Students will 
then be assigned to one of three small 
groups to work with Jeff, Jim, or Susie 
during the conference. The instruc-
tors: Jeff Gerke is the author of six 
novels and the Writer’s Digest books 
Plot Versus Character, The First 50 
Pages, Write Your Novel in a Month, 
The Art & Craft of Writing Christian 
Fiction, and The Irresistible Novel. 
James L. Rubart is the best-selling 
and Christy Award-winning author of 
six novels including Rooms and Soul’s 
Gate. Susan May Warren, founder 
of My Book Therapy, is the Christy, 
RITA, and Carol Award-winning 
author of more than 45 novels plus 
several writing books.

“Middle Grade and Young Adult 
Novels That Sell” with Sally 
Apokedak
(Youth Fiction)
Aimed at experienced writers who 
haven’t yet been able to break out with 
big sales, this class will discuss four 
elements that help showcase characters 
and invite readers to fall in love with 
them. The class will look at world 
building and fresh premise with plot 
twist, theme, and voice. The instruc-
tor is an agent with the Leslie H. 
Stobbe Literary Agency. She’s been 
studying, reviewing, and marketing 
children’s books as well as teaching 
writing for a dozen years.

“Taming the Most Common Fiction 
Dragons” with Karen Ball
(Fiction, Introductory)
They’re there, lurking behind our 
words . . . dragons bent on destroying 
our craft. In this interactive coaching 
class, you will learn to identify these 
detrimental dragons. From show vs. 
tell to voice, point of view to dialogue, 
and much more. Bring your work-in-
progress and get ready to buckle down 
and take your writing to the next level. 
The instructor is a literary agent with 
The Steve Laube Agency and a best-
selling, award-winning author and edi-

tor who has worked with 
top authors including 
Francine Rivers, Karen 
Kingsbury, and Robin 
Jones Gunn.

“Weaving Story Threads 
in Fiction” with Jane 
Kirkpatrick
(Fiction, Intermediate)
“Weaving Story Threads” 
will explore the work you 
need to do before writing, 
including how to create 
authentic characters. The 
class will also involve 
discussion of “the work 
before the work,” Jane’s 

writing practices, and strategies that 
bind story and meaning. The instruc-
tor is a New York Times best-selling 
and award-winning author of 27 
books, including 22 historical novels.

“Crafting Bible Studies for Spiritual 
Growth” with Terri Kalfas
(Nonfiction)
Maybe you’re already writing and 
teaching Bible studies for your church 
or small group. How do you take the 
next step—publication? We’ll discuss 
the changing market and how today’s 
cultural influences impact your audi-
ence and how that has changed Bible 
study itself. We’ll discuss the various 
types of studies, specific differences 
between curricula and Bible study 
guides, who publishes what, the basics 
you need to know about learning 
styles and stages, how to use illustra-
tions, how to craft good questions, 
what editors look for when consider-
ing an author and manuscript, and, 
most importantly, Jesus’ pattern for 
teaching. The instructor is the acqui-
sition editor for Grace Publishing, 
which publishes biblically based 
resources that challenge, encourage, 
teach, equip, and entertain Christians 
of all ages.

“How to Become a Best-Selling 
Author with Your First Credit (or 
How to Write for Magazines)” with 
Susan King
(Nonfiction)
When a magazine publishes your 
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Oregon Christian Writers is pleased to offer 10 coaching classes taught by some of the 
best in the publishing field. These in-depth classes meet for three consecutive mornings 
for a total of seven hours. 

Coaches Teach the Craft of Writing, Marketing, and Perseverance:
2015 Summer Conference Coaching Classes

Leslie Gould leads a workshop. 
Photo courtesy of  Michael Diehl

Ben Wolf leading a workshop.  
Photo courtesy of  Michael Diehl



work, you reach thousands more 
people with your message than most 
books do—and with a much faster 
turnaround time. This class will focus 
on writing for any genre. Specifically, 
we’ll look at how to analyze magazine 
markets and how to write query let-
ters and feature articles. We’ll also 
focus on writing devotionals for a 
periodical that reaches millions of 
readers worldwide. The instructor is 
an acquisition editor for The Upper 
Room magazine and teaches English at 
the university level.

“‘No Fear’ Book Publishing 
Strategies That Work!” with David 
Sanford
(Nonfiction)
Would you like to receive expert 
advice on landing book publishing 
contracts? We’ll examine seven key 
strategies for doing just that. Learn 
the “golden keys” for book-publishing 
success. Discover the pros and cons of 
all five viable avenues for publishing 
your book(s). Learn “no fear” strate-
gies for pitching your proposals to 
prospective publishers or agents. Plus 
learn how to best pitch your book(s) 
directly to potential buyers/readers. 
The instructor is an award-winning 
author, editor, literary agent, and 
teacher. He has helped new Christian 
authors publish nearly 100 books.

“The Language of Screenwriting” 
with Nancy Ellen Dodd
(Screenwriting)
Screenwriting requires telling a story 
in the proper format through images 
and dialogue that imply what will 
be seen on the screen. To convince 
someone to read your screenplay 
requires creating a dynamic logline 
that is a microcosm of your whole 
story. It should also serve as the basic 
one-to-three sentence outline of your 
story. Story mapping is a tool for 
developing a stronger story and find-
ing its holes. We’ll look at different 
approaches to “the hero’s journey” and 
see which process is a better guideline 
for developing your screenplay. The 
instructor teaches advanced screen-
writing at Pepperdine University and 
is the author of the book The Writer’s 

Compass: From Story Map to Finished 
Draft in 7 Stages (Writers Digest 
Books).

“Making a Living in Today’s 
Publishing Market” with Chip 
MacGregor
(Professional Writers’ Track—Fiction & 
Nonfiction)
Designed for published authors, with 
a focus on managing careers and stay-
ing the course, this class will explore 
the trends and directions of publish-
ing these days, including e-books, 
subscription services, author market-
ing, indie advertising, sales tools, 
and writing that makes money. We’ll 
talk about what is working and what 
is not working in indie marketing. 
We’ll not only discuss social media 
but also what proactive marketing 
tools authors are using, including 

paid and unpaid advertisements. 
The instructor is the president of 
MacGregor Literary, a full-service lit-
erary agency. A former publisher with 
Time Warner, Chip has worked with 
authors as a literary agent for more 
than a dozen years and was previ-
ously a senior editor at two publishing 
houses. He is also the author of a cou-
ple dozen books and a popular teacher 
on the craft of writing and marketing.

“How to Be an Insanely Great Indie 
Author” with Randy Ingermanson
(Marketing)
We’ll talk about the realities of the 
marketplace and also discuss why 
this is the best time in history to be 
an author, including the “success 
equation” that applies to all authors, 
whether they’re indie or traditional.
We’ll talk about how to climb 
“Mount Impossible” and earn a 
decent living as an indie author. Find 
out the amazing marketing tools indie 
authors can use that their traditionally 
published friends can’t. The instruc-
tor is the award-winning author 
of six novels and three nonfiction 
books and a popular writing teacher. 
He’s known around the world as 
“the Snowflake Guy” in honor of his 
Snowflake Method of writing a novel. 
His Advanced Fiction Writing E-zine 
reaches nearly 30,000 readers. V
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Dan Walsh teaches a coaching class. 
Photo courtesy of  Michael Diehl



to prepare for an appointment, visit the 
Mentors page on our website. Registered 
conferees will have an opportunity to 
choose a mentor in early July. Note: 
Mentoring appointments are not 
just for beginning writers!

Registration for the confer-
ence is now open. Tuition for those 
who register by July 10 is $500 for 
OCW members, $535 for non-
members, and $350 for those 23 
and under. These rates will increase 
by $40 for those who register July 
11–August 1. After August 1, regis-
tration for both members and non-
members will be $595, and $425 
for those 23 and under. Tuition 
includes all five conference meals 
(three dinners and two lunches) 
and all scheduled conference 
activities from Monday afternoon 
through Thursday noon. Lodging 
is separate, and room registrations 
at reduced conference rates will be 
handled directly by the hotel after 
May 1 through a special website.

Watch our website, where we’ll 
be posting the latest news about 
manuscript submission guidelines, 
mentoring appointments, faculty 

interviews, how-to-prepare-for-confer-
ence articles, registration, lodging, and 
the Cascade Awards. V

Ed Underwood  is the  much-
loved senior pastor of the his-
toric Church of the Open Door 
in southern California and the 
author of When God Breaks Your 
Heart, Reborn to Be Wild (David 
C. Cook), and his latest, The Trail: 
A Tale about Discovering God’s Will 
(Tyndale, August 2014). Ed enjoys 
teaching the Bible for life-change, 
training and equipping leaders, 

and leading a church with the faith to ask God for big things. 
“I did not grow up in a Christian home,” Ed said. “This has 
marked me with a deep appreciation of the Lord’s power to 
transform lives, families, and cultures. When Jesus Christ steps 
in, nothing should be the same.” 

Ed is a graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary and 
served as an officer in the United States Army and a firefighter 
for the US Forest Service. When Ed isn’t studying, discipling, 
or writing, he enjoys spending time with his wife, Judy, their 
children, and grandchildren. In his evening keynotes, Ed will 
speak about writing as worship, using the book of Romans for 
his text. In addition to speaking, Ed will teach a workshop on 
platform in light of Scripture. 

Conference … From Page 5
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Jane Kirkpatrick is the New 
York Times and CBA best-selling 
and award-winning author of 27 
books, including 22 historical 
novels based on historical women. 
Jane is internationally recognized 
for her lively presentations and 
well-researched novels. She draws 
on her background as a mental 
health consultant on the Warm 
Springs Reservation and her 

years homesteading on a remote ranch to create authentic 
characters and settings. She has won the Wrangler, Carol, 
USABestBook.com, and WILLA awards and has been a 
finalist for the Oregon Book Awards, Christy Awards, Spur 
Award, and Reader’s Choice Award.

In her Thursday morning keynote, Jane will speak 
about believing as God would have us believe in order to 
weave both salt and light into our writing tapestries. She 
will also teach a morning coaching class “Weaving Story 
Threads in Fiction” that explores ways to create authentic 
characters at home in their landscape, time period, rela-
tionships, spirituality, and work lives, as well as some of the 
strategies she uses to write her books. V

Meet Your 2015 Summer Conference Keynoters

Book Editors
Sherrie Ashcraft, Ashberry Lane
Alice Crider, David C. Cook
Vicki Crumpton, Revell, 

a division of Baker Books
Nick Harrison, Harvest House
Terri Kalfas, Grace Publishing
Christina Tarabochia, Ashberry

Lane

Magazine and 
Newspaper Editors

John Fortmeyer, Christian News
Northwest

Susan King, The Upper Room
Sherri Langton, Bible Advocate
Chad McComas, The Christian

Journal
Sheila Seifert, Thriving Family,

Focus on the Family
Paul Smith, LIVE
Ben Wolf, Splickety Magazine

Other Pro Writers
Angella Diehl Sue Miholer
Mary Hake Nicole Miller

Agents
Sally Apokedak (children’s) of Les Stobbe

Literary
Karen Ball of The Steve Laube Agency
Don Jacobson of D.C. Jacobson & Associates
Greg Johnson of WordServe Literary Group
Mary Keeley of Books & Such Literary
Wendy Lawton of Books & Such Literary
Chip MacGregor of MacGregor Literary
 Tamela Hancock Murray of The Steve Laube

Agency

Author Mentors
Nancy Dodd 
Marion Duckworth 
Miralee Ferrell
Jeff Gerke 
Leslie Gould 
Randy Ingermanson 
Jane Kirkpatrick 
Bonnie Leon 
Mary McIntosh 
Rebecca LuElla Miller 

James L. Rubart 
Gail Sattler 
Ann Shorey 
Sally Stuart 
Jeannie St. John

Taylor
Ed Underwood 
Susan May Warren
Jill Williamson
Julie Zander

We are pleased to announce the following 
outstanding faculty will be joining us:



“How blessed is 
he whose help is 
the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in 
the Lord his God, 

who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever” (Psalm 146:5–6 nasb, italics added 
for emphasis). Our hope anchors in our relationship with 
God, the almighty power of the Creator, and His faithfulness 
to us—forever. 

Why is the designation “God of Jacob” significant? 
Jacob is part of the lineage of Abraham, through whom 
Jesus Christ descended. Our hope is in Jesus our Creator 
(Colossians 1:16). One of the ways God has kept faith with 
us is by coming in the flesh. Why did He have to take on 
human flesh? Because we, His children, have “flesh and 
blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that 
through death He might render powerless him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14 nasb). 
He keeps us from eternal death!  How else does God keep 

faith forever? Look at the definition of “keep” to answer 
this. Keep means: “To care for . . . to save or to preserve; 
objects . . . delivered to another person for safekeeping . . . 
to attach oneself to” (Hebrew-Greek Keyword Study Bible, 
NASB Revised Edition, ©1984, 1990, 2008 by AMG 
International, Inc., p. 2053).

Before His crucifixion, Jesus gave us to the Father and 
the Holy Spirit to keep us safe. Jesus prayed, “I come to You. 
Holy Father, keep them in Your name . . . that they may be 
one even as We are” (John 17:11 nasb) and “keep [protect] 
them from the evil one” (John 17:15 nasb). Jesus sent us His 
Holy Spirit to keep us by dwelling in us forever. He forever 
reminds us of our true identity as Christ’s bride. 

While God faithfully keeps us until Jesus’ return, He 
has given us “fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen 
is the righteous acts of the saints” (Revelation 19:8 nasb). 
As Christian writers let’s keep faith with God, stay pure, 
do righteous acts, and encourage the bride of Christ to stay 
ready. “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come” (Revelation 19:7 
nasb). Our Heavenly Husband keeps faith forever. V
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Winter … From Page 4

Prayer Team
Lindy Swanson

OCW Prayer Team
lindy.hopegiver@gmail.com

God Keeps Faith Forever

and introduced the day’s work-
shop leaders. A silent auction 
was also held to generate income 
to help pay down past debt. 
Following workshops, the day 
ended with an autograph party. 
Attendees left inspired, reminded 
by Bill Giovannetti that they, too, 
can walk on water. V

The third annual OCW Cascade Writing 
Contest, which closed March 31, drew almost 
250 submissions from nearly 180 contestants, 
including writers from Australia, Canada, and 
across the United States. 

OCW believes the participation of so many 
writers shows their desire to showcase their best, 
improve their craft, and advance their writing 
careers. 

A cadre of several hundred writers, editors, 
bookstore owners, and avid readers donate their 
time to review the entries carefully and provide 
both positive and constructive critique. Each 
entry will be evaluated by three independent 
judges, who encourage contestants in their writing 
journey.

Entries were forwarded to the judges in early 
April. The finalists will be announced June 1, 
when their submissions will be sent to the finals 
judges.

The Cascade Awards will be presented at the 
OCW summer conference on Wednesday August 
12 at 7 p.m. before Ed Underwood’s final keynote 
at the Red Lion Hotel on the River in Portland. 
Susan May Warren and Jeff Gerke will again host 
the ceremony.

For contest rules, scoring elements, and a full 
list of the finals judges, visit the OCW website. 
We hope to see you at the awards ceremony!

Cascade Writing Contest Information

only one-ninth of it being above 
water,” said Ernest Hemingway.

Do you struggle over 
self-doubt? Are there subjects 
Christians should avoid writing 
about? The book I am working 
on right now is a difficult one to 
write because it features victims 
of abusive mothers. I strongly 
believe this book will play an 
active role in healing emotional 
wounds. Therefore, I chose to 
quote and act on the wisdom 
of a fellow writer, Sylvia Plath: 
“And by the way, everything in 
life is writable about if you have 
the outgoing guts to do it, and 
the imagination to improvise. 

The worst enemy to creativity is 
self-doubt.”

Are you a passionate writer? 
Good writers write to touch 
readers at a heart level. That 
kind of writing can’t happen 
until the writer first possesses the 
passion to cry, love, laugh, and 
feel fear—to be real. “No tears in 
the writer, no tears in the reader. 
No surprise in the writer, no sur-
prise in the reader,” said Robert 
Frost.

Those who have gone before 
us have left the gift of words 
behind. A good quote will always 
add credibility and value to your 
work. V

Quote … From Page 1

Bill Giovannetti with Cheryl Secomb.            
            Photo courtesy of  Julie Zander
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“Using Your Words to Build Bridges”
Oregon Christian Writers Spring One-Day Conference

Saturday, May 16, 2015 ~ 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Northwest Christian University, 828 E. 11th, Eugene, OR 97401

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. 

And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:36–39 (niv)

8:30–9:00 Registration, Continental Breakfast, Bookstore
  Piano Prelude: Bob Williams

9:00–9:40 Welcome and Introductions: President Maxine Marsolini
  Devotions: Don White
  
9:40–10:30 General Session I: Bob Welch, “The One Cliché I Believe In: The Journey Is the Destination”

10:30–10:50 Morning Break: Refreshments and time to visit the bookstore
 
10:50–11:40 General Session II: Bob Welch, “Stop It! How to Quit Sabotaging Your Success as a Writer”

11:40–12:30 OCW Business Meeting: Recognition of new members and writing accomplishments. Vote on  
  adoption of bylaws revision. Introduction of workshop teachers.
 
12:35–1:35 Lunch: Fire-grilled teriyaki chicken, sticky jasmine rice, stir-fried vegetables, and fresh   
  pineapple—all gluten-free ($13 and must be ordered by May 9)

1:45–2:45 Workshops: Session 1 (Choose one)
   A. “Focus Your Stories” ~ Bob Welch (multi-genre)
   B. “Bring Your Book to Print” ~ Shelley Houston (self-publishing/traditional)
   C. “Developing a Writer’s Self-Discipline” ~ Sally Stuart (multi-genre) 
   D. “Writing Inspirational Shorts” ~ Sue Miholer (devotionals)

2:45–3:00 Break: Bookstore will be open.

3:00–4:00 Workshops: Session 2 (Choose one)
   E. “The Alluring Suspense of Foreshadowing” ~ Bob Welch (fiction/nonfiction)
   F. “Writing from a Naked Spirit” ~ Petey Prater (spiritual encouragement)
   G. “A Taste of Chicken Soup” ~ Heidi Gaul (anthologies)
   H. “Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest: Niche Networks & Marketing” ~ Nicole Miller (social  
          media)

4:00–4:30 Dessert, Autograph Party, and Photo Session with keynoter, favorite authors, and workshop  
  teachers. All authors will be available to sign their books. 

All workshops are suitable for all writers—beginner to advanced.

 • Follow live tweets at @OregonWriters and use #OCWoneday to share.
 • See OCW at facebook.com/OregonChristianWriters.
 • The Prayer Room will be open all day.
 • Please fill out an evaluation form to enter a drawing for free tuition to a future one-day conference.
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OCW Spring 2015 One-Day Conference Registration Form
Saturday, May 16, 2015 ~ 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Fill out this form for mailing to: 
Oregon Christian Writers * 1075 Willow Lake Road North * Keizer, OR 97303

or register online at www.oregonchristianwriters.org

Name____________________________________________________________________________________
(Print your name as you want it to appear on your name tag. Fill out the rest of  your contact information if  you are new or if  your infor-
mation has changed.)

Address______________________________  City_________________  State_________  Zip code__________

Phone____________________  Email address____________________________________________________

q I have enclosed my membership fee. (Please check the appropriate box in the Membership Dues section below.) I have 
   read and ascribe to the OCW Statement of  Faith (in masthead on Page 3).     
   _________ please initial

q I will be bringing my books to sell at the OCW bookstore. (This privilege is reserved for speakers and OCW members.)

q Please consider me for tuition assistance, which I will need in order to attend. My explanation is enclosed.

q I have enclosed a donation of  $_____for the OCW tuition assistance fund. (Any money donated to this fund is not 
   tax-deductible.)

Registration

q Lunch (reserve by May 9)  $13.00
q Conference fee (members)  $45.00
q Conference fee (nonmembers) $75.00
q Full-time student conference fee $35.00
q Late fee (after May 9)  $5.00

I plan to attend the following workshops:  
 Session 1:  Session 2:
 q A  q E
 q B  q F
 q C  q G
 q D  q H
 

Workshops with fewer than three preregistered may be 
cancelled.

Total amount enclosed: $ _________________

Membership Dues
(Paying one of  these amounts will make you a member for 
12 months.)

 q Single   $60.00
 q Senior (62 and older) $35.00
 q Student   $35.00
 q Couple   $75.00

Quick Grammar Tips 
Nouns and Pronouns
Nouns are words that name something, whether 
abstract (like love) or concrete (person, place, or 
thing). Plural nouns are usually formed by adding 
an “s” to the word, not with an apostrophe—that 
shows possession. Some nouns are irregular (mouse, 
mice) or use the same word for singular and plural (deer, fish). 
Proper nouns, such as names, are capitalized.

Pronouns can be substituted for nouns and should agree with 
the noun in number and case. For example: 
To replace Mary with a pronoun, use she (singular feminine). 
To replace OCW’s with a pronoun, use its (possessive). 
Do not use they, their, or them for a singular noun to avoid 
using a masculine pronoun like he, his, or him.
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2015 
Oregon Christian Writer’s 

Conference Schedule

August 10–13, 2015
Summer Coaching Conference
Red Lion on the River Hotel

Jantzen Beach, Portland
Keynoters: Ed Underwood and Jane Kirkpatrick

October 17, 2015
Fall One-Day Conference

Warner Pacific College
Portland

Keynoter: Cynthia Ruchti

Join us: 
“Using Your Words to Build Bridges” 

Spring One-Day Conference

Saturday, May 16, 2015
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

with 
Bob Welch

Northwest Christian University
828 E. 11th

Eugene, OR 97401
(Driving directions inside—see Page 2)


